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IN'IRODlCriON 


TUu     cJovernment,   rarliament.   and    bu   loss   tlian   Uritish   i(  Ihoy   did   not 

people  of  Canada  have  so  iiiniiy  tluiiKs    di.Tisli  th.'ir  aufoiiniiiy.  Hut  Ww  spirit 

ol  vast  importance  urgently  claiming    of    nmiii.il    lonr.v-Mon      l.riwcn      tlio 

their  attention  just  now,  that  1  w.iuld    various    parts    of    llu-    Knipire.    whl.  h 

hesitate  to  bring  up  a  question  of  such    has      been      strikingly    uKinifested    In 

dimensions  as  that  of  a  Free  I'ort  for    r.  cent     years,    is    stronger    than    ever 

Canada  now,  were  it  not  that  I  regard    today       Nevi'rth.loss    each      separate 

It   largely  as  a  war  measure.  part  of   the   Kmi.ire  must   work  out  «. 

No   well-inforni.d    man    believes   for    question    lilte    the    Free    I'ort    project 

one   moment   that   wlifn   peace   is   pro-    with    due    considr ration    for    its    own 

claimed,    the   world    will   at   once    re-    interests  as  well  as   a   proper  regard 

sumc  the   statu  t|Uo  ante  l)eUum.  Tlie    tor   th.^    well-being    of    the    whole    Km- 

great    problems    for   the    British    Km-    pire;    and     not  forgetting  its  devoted 

pire    are    to    make    the   recurrence   of    Allies. 

war  Impossible,  to  conserve  Its  mari-  I  have  be.n  much  encouraged  by 
time  and  commercial  supremacy.  The  the  cordiality  with  which  the  idea  of 
situation  is  complicated  by  the  diver-  the  South  Shore  Free  Port  has  been 
sity  of  fiscal  iiolicics  within  the  Km-  received  by  all  who  have  taken  the 
liirc  and  .-;  .cMlly  bv  tlif  dicicrlties  little  trouble  necessary  to  understand 
in  tlie  way'.,,  recop.  iMng  Creat  i!r'-  the  subject.  My  chief  difficulty  has 
tains  tradiiioual  lie  .Uioii  to  Free  arisen  from  the  fact,  that  ".so  many 
Tr^.de  wliich  nas  un.l.-'ibte.lly  been  the  Pcople  know  so  many  things  that  are 
chief    f;.ctor   in    creatint'   her   unrivall     "Ot   so." 

ed  menantile  marine;  with  anything  I  "ave  yet  to  meet  a  man  who  is 
substantial  in  the  wav  of  tariff  reform  rot  under  the  delusion  that  he  knows 
upon    I'rotectionist   lines.  ='"   '-'^"^^   •''''ee   Torts,   and   not  ten  In 

I  believe  that  the  best  solution  of  ^  thousand  have  the  faintest  idea 
the  problem  will  be  found  in  the  what  a  Free  I'ort  really  is.  Thoy 
adoption  of  a  svstem  of  Free  Ports,  nearly  all  assume  that  a  Free  Port 
which  would  make  it  possible  to  get  is  a  port  that  is  free  from  shipping 
all  the  advantages  of  Protection  for  'lues.  Naturally  they  want  to  know, 
our  own  minufac.uMng  Industrie.-,  why  one  port  should  be  favored  more 
while  leaving  the  great  business  of  than  another  in  this  matter  and  how 
maritime  transportation  absolutely  the  Government  is  going  to  recoup  it- 
free  and  untrammeled  by  customs  self  for  the  loss  of  revenue  by  non- 
regulations  and  impositions.  payment  of  shipping  dues.  Of  course 
The  great  self-governing  colonies  shipping  pays  just  as  high  dues  in  a 
and  most  of  the  crown  colonies  would    Free  Port  as  in  any  other  port;   and 
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the  South  Shore  Krc  Port  would  aUK-    Ir.  any  other  place  In  C'auaUa  should 

n.cnt    Instead    of   ducroaslUK   llif  Cov-    this   be  roRanled   as  a  local  question. 

..rnn.ent   revenues.  It  !«  really  a  national  nucstlon.     The 

A  Free  1-ort  is  really  a  port  that  is    South     Shore,    opposite     Montreal.    U 

free    from    custon.s    duties;      and    the    Indicated    by   nature   a«   the   best   site 

following   nrllcles   will  show  how   Ihl.    <"   Cana-Ia   for  a   Free   Port,  and  that 

works  to  the  advantage  of  the  whole    f"r  a  number  of  reasons  which  !  have 

country   without  any  loss  of  customs    ».>t      forth     herein     at      considerable 

revenue  to  the  government  and  with-    l«nKth    but   as   briefly    as   possible.      1 

out  any  conceivable  injury  to  any  es-    f«el  that  the  subject  merits  the  care 

tabllshed  interest  or  to  any  locality.      '"•  consideration  of  I'arllument  with- 

one   word    more.      Frankly.    1    have   out  any  avoidable  delay  because  it  is 

met   with  less   difficulty   than   1   anti-   for  the  present  at  least  a  War  Mea- 

cipated  from  local  prejudice.    Neither   »«»"e. 

on  the   South   Shore.   In  Montreal,  or  HKNRY  llAUBY. 


The  C.P.R.  and  the  Free  Port  Question 


Lord  Slvaujihnessy  and  Mr.  Bosworth  Support  the  Idea 


U)rd  ShiUU'hne.ssy  anil  Mr.  Bos- 
worth.  Vice  "resident  of  the  Cana- 
dian I'aeifie  Railway  in  charge  of  the 
Traffic  and  Dcean  Steamships,  both 
cordially  ari)rove  of  the  princir  "  of 
Free  I'orts  for  I'anada.  Their  iaoa  is 
that  the  Dominion  should  have  no 
less  than  three  free  ports,  one  at 
Quebec,  one  at  St.  .lolin.  N.U..  and  one 
at    Vancouver. 

Fovir  strong  pniiits  they  make  \n  fa- 
vor of  Quebec  are  that  it  already  has 
deep    water    docks;    that    it    Las    at 


least  ten  days  longer  season  of  navi- 
gation; that  the  marine  insurance 
rates  are  lovs'er  than  to  Montreal;  and 
that  all  the  principal  railways  of  the 
Dominion  centre   ihere. 

I  have  repeatedly  maintained  that 
Canada  is  big  enough  to  find  use  tor 
several  Free  Forts.  Their  beat  loca- 
tion is,  of  course,  a  matter  tor  inves- 
tigation liy  the  proposed  Royal  Com- 
mission. 

H.   D. 


The  wSoutli  Sliorc  a  Frcv  I\)rt 

Why  ahuuld  we  not  have  a  free  port  the  tree  port.  Intu  unfreo  Germany 
hftrc?  We  need  tt;  Canada  tifcds  It;  or  somi*  other  protocted  country, 
the  whole  continent  of  North  America  Ships  can  bo  rt-imlrt^d  or  refitted  in 
needs  It.  And  we  do  not  seem  to  have  HamburK  without  payinu  tribute  to 
a  single   iromber  of  Parliament   who    Caesar. 

has  the  faintest  conception  of  what  a        What  would   It   mean  to  Canada  to 
free  port   means.  have  a  port  like  this  on  the  St.  Law- 

An   honorahl.i   member    for    one    of    rente,    a   place      to      which    Kuropean 
the   divisions   of    Montreal,    whenever   ti.anufacturers  could  ship  their  goods 
an    election      i-omcs      round,    declares    without  havins  to  pay  customs  duties 
hlmselt        enthusiastically      In      favor    until   they   were  wanted   for  consump- 
of  a  free  port.     Hut  the     poor     man    tlon  in  Canada  or  the  United  States? 
hasn't    the    slightest    idea  of    what    a    The  South  Shore  from  St.  Lambert  to 
"free  port"  really  means.     He  seems    Longueull  would  be  an  Ideal  spot  for 
to  have  a  notion  that  if  all  shipping    a  free  port.    It  would  be  easy  for  the 
dues   payable  In  Montreal  were  abol-    Custom   House   to   prevent   the  smug- 
iFhed   Montreal  would   become  a  free    gling   of   goods   out   of   the   free   port 
port.     It   would   not!      Shipping   dues    into  the  protected  area.    Within  a  few 
and   tree   port  are     entirely   separate    years   there   would   be   a   city   on   the 
question-        Hamburg,     the     greatest    South  Shore  which  would  make  Mont- 
free   port  in   the    world,    has   become    real  look  small  by  comparison.     The 
great  because  of  Its  freedom — but  not    South  Shore     Free     Port  would  be  a 
from  shipping  dues.     What  has  made    hit  of  Europe  grafted  on  Canada,  just 
Hamburg   great    Is    its   freedom  from    an  Hamburg  is  like  a  bit  of  Englau '. 
customs  duties.    Its  shipping  dues  are    grafted  on  Germany;  and  buyers  from 
rather   high,   but   customs   duties   are    Lhe  Pacllflc  Coast  to  the  Atlantic,  on 
nonexistent  there.  It  enjoys  the  same    both  sides  of  the  border,  would  come 
kind  of  freedom  as  London  and  Llv-    here  to  buy  the  goods  for  which  they 
erpool,  and  every  port  little  or  big  In    now  have  to  cross   the  ocean.     Kven 
the    United    K  ngdom.     It   is    part   of   ii    winter  goods     could     be     shlppeC 
highly    protected    Germany,    but    still    through  in  bond  to  the  free  port.    Bri- 
has   absolute  free  trade   with  all  the    tish,  French,  Russian  and  Italian  ex- 
outslde  world.     The  ships     come     in    porters    would    find    It   immensely    to 
(when  there  is  no  blockade)  and  land  their   Interest   to  ship   huge   conslgn- 
their     cargoes     without     Interference  ments  to  the  South  Shore  Free  Port, 
from   custom  house  officers.       There    We   have   a  convincing  object  lessjn 
freights    may    bo    stored,    assembled.   In  the  fact  that  so     many   Canadian 
broken  up,  re-packed,  tad  distributed,    importers    buy    materials      from      the 
and  there  is  not  a  cent  of  duty  to  pay    United  States  which  they  could  get  to 
u    .11  the  goods  cross  the  frontier  of  greater  advantage  from  England,  elm- 
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S,nah  S..,.n.  u  tr...  ,...rt  w.  wouM  K-t  ha.  ,o  com.  in  any  rano.     ^^' ^-^ 

cnun.nr,    ,n    .....a.-.,   fro.u    V.U...   .u-  .Man..    .    a.ro...y    ...U    a,iv...o.^ 

,„a.«..   win.-s,   la.-..,    «l..v....s    an,,   .ir.-s.s  Mav  a  N-w  ...unbur.  on  'l-'^' J-* 
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riie  Froc  Port  Ouostion 

THE  EXPERIENCE  OF  HAMBURG-FREE  PORT  QUESTION  BROUGHT 
UP  IN  THE  U.S.  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.-M  ARSEILLE8 
TO  BE  A  FREE  PORT  IN  DIRECT  COMPETITION  WITH  HAM- 
BURG. 


(I'nuii    tlif   "tfouth   Shon-    l'ri>s»." 

Kri.liiy.  May  lit'.,  lynil 
Dti  April  USlli.  lilt!  Soiiili  Shore 
I'rusB  j)ul)ll.slH)(l  uu  cilltorial  iirllcle 
i!r;:;iiK  tlio  e.ilabll.-hiiiclU  of  .1  Kreo 
I'orl  on  the  South  Shore  of  the  St. 
I.awnuic.  opi'oslli!  Montreal,  •■r'end- 
\UK  from  St.  Lambert  down  »o  l-on- 
KiKuil  The  artiele  has  arounnd  eon- 
siderable  inti.Test  on  both  sides  of  tho 
river,  and  has  I'voked  inu<h  euuiment 
favorable   to  the   (.roposition. 

Of  course.  Ihi-  launibinR  of  a  new 
iil-a  of  thl.s  kind  is  not  unattended 
with  difficulties,  and  the  first  diffi- 
culty to  overcome  Is  the  task  of  dis- 
abusinK  tho  public  mind  of  the  very 
general  misconception  as  to  what  a 
Free  Fort  really  is.  That  the  public 
mind  should  be  obsessed  by  a  wrong 
idea  upon  the  subject  Is  not  sur- 
prising; because,  in  the  first  place. 
we  have  not  a  single  Free  Port  on 
this  continent;  and  in  the  second 
place,  our  public  men.  who  ought  to 
know  better,  have  in  their  Invlnciblo 
ignorance,  assiduously  cultiva''>d  an 
erro.  eous  idea  upon  the  subject. 

To  people  in  Europe  and  of  couise 
Including  Great  Britain,  there  is  no- 
thing strange  about  the  idea  of  a  Free 
Port.  In  the  United  Kingdom,  all  the 
ports  are  practically  free  ports:  Fl- 
ume,  Trieste,     Ostend.     Copenhagen, 


Marseille:),  luinkirk.  llremen.  llatn- 
ImrK.  I.ulieik,  Brake.  Cuxhaven,  Km- 
drn,  (;eeslemunde.  Neufabrva.-<acr. 
Stettin.  .Vncona.  Leghorn.  Messina. 
SeneKalia.  tieiio.i.  in  It.ily;  Ilralla. 
Calalz.  Kusltiini  anil  Sullna  In  Uou- 
ii.iiiia,  Arihaiik-el  and  Kola  In  Ku»- 
sla;  a  number  of  the  French  and  Eng- 
lish West  Indies,  .Malacca.  I'enang, 
an<l  Singapore,  Hong  Kong,  Weihal- 
wei.  Aden,  (iibraltar.  St.  Helena,  and 
SI  Tlioiiias.  .Macao  and  Livingston 
in  (luatelmala,  have  all  had  their  free 
port.s.  Many  of  them  still  remain 
free;  others,  through  wars,  annexa- 
tions, local  rivalriei  and  political  con- 
siderations, have  lost  their  freedom. 
Tho  people  of  any  of  these  townt 
would  bo  amused  to  hear  a  Cana- 
dian politician's  definition  of  a  Free 
Port  as  a  port  free  from  shipping 
dues,  harbor  dues  or  dock  charges. 

A  Free  Port  l«  a  port  that  It  fre^ 
from   Custom*  dutiet. 

The  greatest  Free  Port  In  the  world, 
in  a  protected  country.  Is  Hamburg. 
the  third  greatest  port  in  tho  world, 
being  excelled  only  by  London  and 
Liverpool,  which,  of  course,  are  equal- 
ly free  from  customs  duties.  But  any 
man  who  is  under  the  delusion  that 
because  Hamburg  is  a  Free  Port  It  la 
free  from  shipping  dues,  or  dock 
charges,   let   him   try   to  run   a   cargo 
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Per  cent 
Into  Hamburg,  and  he  will  not  take 

long  to  find  hi3  mistake  out.  The  fol-   por  vessels  going  only  as  tar  as 

lowing  are  the  Cuxhaven    25 

It  vessels  take  a  pilot  not  before 
Hamburg   Port   Charge.  ^^^^^^^    75 

liarbor  Masters  fee  of  $1.25  on  each    ^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^,  ^^  ^^  ^^^_ 

ship  drawing  not  more  than  six  ana 


a  halt  feet  each  time  the  ship  enters 
tho  port,  and  ?1.25  extra  tor  each  ad- 
ditional three  feet. 

There  are  certain  special  exemp- 
tions from  the  above  charges,  as  in 
tilt"  case  of  yachts  and  pleasure  boats 
or  ships. 


last    ^'* 

If  vessels   clear  out  to  sea     from 

Cuxhaven    '"'^ 

After  twelfth  voyage  in  a  calendar 

year  of   same  vessel  made  with 

a  Cuxhaven  government  pilot  10 
After   twenty-fourth   voyage   under 

above-mentioned    conditions    20 


A  tonnage  due  of  8   cents  per  reg-   After    thirty-sixth    voyage      under 

Lster  ton.     (This  rate  is  again  .subject       above-mentioned  conditions  30 

to  certain  variations  in  certain  cases.)    Kxtra  tee  if  pilot  takes  the  vessel 


A  charge  for  the  use  of  the  wharves 
of  12  cents  per  registered  ton. 

A  charge  of  25  cents  per  ton  levied 
against  tho  goods  loaded  ot  unloaded 
on  the  wha  ves,  seven-tenths  of  which 
tho  ship  pa}s,  and  three-tenths  paid 
by  the  cargo;  the  whole,  however,  is 
paid  by  the  shipowner,  who  collects 
the  three-tenths  from  the  merchant. 

The  pilotage  dues  are  as  follows, 
and  are  charged  according  to  the 
draft  of   vessels,   viz:- — 

Table  of    Pilot    Dues 

$     c. 

.    6  10 

.    8  55 

11  05 

17  15 

4%    2S  20 

8'4    4*  1^ 


to   an    Elbe   Port 
Gluckstadt 


farther     than 


.50 


In  ca-se  the  river  is  full  of  drift  ice 
the  pilot  is  entitled  to  charge  double 
the  abo\-e-.-;tated  dues. 

The  pilot  duos  from  Basch  Station 
to  the  Hamburg  port  is  about  'JO  cents 
per  foot  draft  of  vessel. 

The  Harbor  pilot  due  is  $2.40  per 
vessel. 

There  are  no  dues  levied  direct 
against  the  goods  and  there  is  no  in- 
tention on  the  part  of  the  Harbor 
.■Vuthorities  to  change  the  method  of 
raising  revenue. 

\Mipn    the    shed?      are     leased      to 

different      people      temporarily,      the 

charge  is  4I2  cents  per  cubic  foot  tor 

the  first  five  days  and     ^i   cent     per 

38  00   cubic  f  ot  for  every  day  thereafter. 

58  SO       These  various  dues  may  not  be  ex- 

80  85    ccssive  in  view  ot  the  natural  condi- 

)g    3       , 70  00     96  50   tlons  prevailing  in  the  Elbe,  but  they 

,9     ^       _...   78  40  107  50    certainly    do    not  go   to    confirm    the 

The  following  discounts  are  allow-    idea  that  a  Free  Port  Is  one  that  is 


Ft 


m. 

2  3^8 
6  0% 
L'   10 

13     1 
16 

19 


I  c. 

8  55 

II  05 
15  90 
24  50 


■2  11%    60  00 


ed: 
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and  rapid  growth  ol  Hamburg  in  employing  home-made  material  and 
spite  of  these  -barges  does  go  to  show  home  labor  without  the  exerc.se  ot 
the  importance  oJ  the  local  freedom    the    German's    Custom    Tariff.      This 

has  made  it  possible  for  Hamburg  to 
become  a  leading  port  for  distribu- 
tion of  large  cargoes  all  over  Europe, 


from  custom  duties. 

The  Stephens  Report 
In  1908,  Mr.  George  Washington 
Stephens,  President  of  the  Montreal 
Board,  and  Mr.  Frederick  \V.  Cowie, 
B.A.,  Sc.  M.  Inst,,  C.C,  chief  engineer 
of  the  St.  Lawrence  Ship  Canal,  made 
a  report  upon  the  principal  ports  of 
the  world  after  havinv;  made  a  tour 
of  inspection  of  these  ports  to  study 
the  conditions  prevailing.  It  was  on 
c.vhaustive  and  admirable  report  and 
from  it  most  of  the  figures  we  are 
quoting  were  taken. 

The   Free   Port 
is  thus  described  in  this  report:  — 


and   the    advantage    of    being    able   to 
store  whole  cargoes  and   re-deliver  in 
small    parcels   to    suit   customers   and 
destination   has   created    a   very  valu- 
able  additional  harbor   business." 
The    Ross    Report 
In  1914,   Mr.   \V.  G.   Uoss,  President 
of  the  Harbor  Hoard  also  made  a  re- 
port on  this  subject.     In  this  he  says: 
"A  very  strong  feature  in  the  admin- 
istration  of   Hamburg   is   that  of  the 
Free    Harbor   which    consists     of     an 
area   covering   about     seven-eights   of 
the  harbor  area  of  the   city;      but    is 


"By  far  the  most  important  feature    treated   as  a   separate   country   in   the 
however,    in    the    Port's    development    matter  of   tariff.     Goods   coming   into 
consists'    in   its  free  Custom  Harbor    it  or  going  out  of  it  pay  no  customs 
or    bonded    warehouse    district.      This    duty.     The   area   is   cut   off   from   the 
free  harbor  is  cut  off  from   the  rest    rest     of     the     city  by  high  walls  or 
of  the  water  area   by   floating   palis-    barriers,  every  entrance  being  guard- 
ades  in  the  river  itself  and  the  cus-    ed.       Goods       pass       into     Germany 
toms    canal    on    the    city    side.      Into    through    the    hands   ot    Customs    otfl- 
this  harbor  vessels  come  and  go.  dis-    cials   and    the   customs    laws   of   Ger- 
charge    their   cargo   in   part   or   whole    many    apply.      Goods    from    this    area 
into  the  warehouses  with  which  it  Is    go  out  by  sea  to  all  the  earth  unhm- 
provided.      These    goods    may    be    re-    dered.   so  the   raw   materials   come   in 
manufactured      and      re-shipped      out    free    to    factories    maintained    within 
again    to    foreign    countries,    without   the    walls    and    the   finished    product 
the   application   of   a   Customs   tariff,    goes  out  by  sea  unhampered  by  tariff 
or  may   remain   in  store  until  wanted    imposition.     Goods   may    be   stored    in 
within  the  German  Empire,  and  upon    the    warehouses    any    length    of    time, 
which  the  duty  is  only  paid  when  de-    and    re-shipped  without   the    payment 
livery  out   of  the   Customo   district   is    of    duty.      If    shipped    t.)    any    port    in 
made.    In  the  case  of  re-shipment  In-   Germany  the  duty  is  paid  only  at  the 
imd  by  canal  or  rive-  barge,  this  Cus-    time   of   delivery   from    the   free  har- 
toms  duty  Is  paid  at     the     point     of    bor.     The  privilege  of  storing   whole 
destination.     Ships  may  be  extensive-   cargoes  duty  free,  from   which  small 
Iv    repaired    with    this    free    district,    orders  may  be  delivered  at  any  time 
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to  suit  the  customer  h;is  been  of  in-  Harbor  of  Hamburg  has  room  for 
estimable  a.lvanta>;e  lo  th.3  mLTchanls  500  seagoing  vessels  and  consists  of 
of  Hamburg;.  In  the  free  harbor  .hips  a  series  of  tidal  basins,  which,  to- 
mav  be  repaired,  using  duty-free  ma-  gether  with  the  remaining  area  of 
tr-rial  an.l  home  labor.  As  a  conse-  water  in  the  harbor  available  for  sea- 
„uence.  Hamburg  h,-is  the  greatest  ad-  feoing  vessels,  cover  a  superficial  area 
vantage  of  nil  the  ports  of  Europe  in  of  I'.IJO  acres  mure  or  a  total  of  1,308 
,IH-   trans-shipment   business.  acres.     In   addition   the   u.e   of   water 

•lu.ause  of  these  ^.-reat  advantages  berths  or  dolphins  double  the  berth 
:,u  e.xtensiv.-  warehouse  business  is  accommodation  of  the  poit.  On.-  of 
',i,„H.  It,  tlu-  free  harbor.  L.i.ge  fa<-  the  special  features  Of  the  scheme  of 
tones  are  also  tliere  establislied.  and  development  of  Hamburg  is  the  exis- 
the  largest  slnplniikling  plants  in  tuu'e  of  an  auxiliary  port.  Cuxha- 
(J.Mmany    an-    svithin    its    limits."  vui.  5G  miles  down  the  river,  for  the 

Hamburg,  which  has  the  largest  accommodation  of  the  big  Atlantic 
toniuiL-r  ol  anv  port  ou  the  continent  liners  whose  size  prevents  tlieir  com- 
„1  lOuiop-  (rxchiding  thevHi,,,-.-  the  up  the  river  without  first  discharging 
I'.nti-h  ports),  is  .;.-,  miles  from  the  a  portion  of  their  cargo  lo  reduce 
sea  up  the  lUver  Klbr.  The  rity  is  draft.  The  tid-  at  Hamburg  has  a 
tbe  f.irlh'S'  inland  ocean  navigation  range  of  only  f.'^  icet. 
point  of  the  river.     .Meeting  the  ocean 


traffic  is  a  canal  and  river  system  of 
water  distribution.  Main  lines  of 
railway  running  tliDUgh  the  (ierman 
Empire,  also  conver,';e  at  Haml)urg. 
In  ISbS  a  well-defined  scheme  (>f  har- 
bor exlensi-:is  wis  entered  upon; 
L;.r)00  acns  of  acquired  property  were 


Montreal's  Advantages  as  a   Free 
Port. 

.Montreal  has  enormous  advantages 
ever  Hamburg  as  a  site  for  a  Free 
I'ort,  although  it  has  spent  less  money 
on  harbor  development  than  any  of 
the  big  ports  of  the  world.     The  ex- 


.  .   .  ,      H.w,mio    pcnditures  of  the  fourteen  chief  ports 

used    for    the    provision    of    adequate    ' 


water  and  pier  areas,  equipped  with 
transit  sheds,  cranes  and  warehouses. 
Up  to  l!il4  about  $lir,.000,00O  had 
been  expended  on  the  port.  Develop- 
ment was  still  in  progress,  a  sum  of 
?ll,3r>0,000  having  been  appropriated 
by  the  Senate  in  I'.'H  for  the  construc- 
tion of  several  sea  and  river  basins 
at  Iloss-.Neuhoff  and  Waltcrshof. 
which  on  completion,  it  is  expected, 
will  supply  all  the  demands  of  modern 
navigation.  The  fact  that  the  River 
Elbe  Is  tidal  and  of  nandy  nature, 
with  var-ing  channel  depths,  makes 
continuous  ureuBiug  couipaiaory.    Tho 


have  been  as  follows:  — 

London 

Liverpool 

Hamburg 

Manchester 

.Newcastle 

Antwerp 

Glasgow 

Rotterdam      .. 

Hristol       . 

Marseilles 

Havre  

Southampton 

Genoa  

Montr^Hi 


.?i;oo.ooo,ooo 
ir.5,000,000 

115.000.000 

100.000,000 

1)0,000.000 

..     OO.OOO.OOO 

..     50,000,000 

..     50,000,000 

40,000,000 

40.000,000 

30,000,000 

30,000,000 

25,000,000 

25.000.000 
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The  fourteen  ports  hav.  .pent  over  sury.  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the 
a  billion  dollars  on  providing  facili-  Secretary  of  C-ommerce  be,  and  they 
ties  Montreal  has  the  great  advan-  are  hereby  directed,  to  report  to  Con- 
tage  over  Hamburg  of  being  farther  gress.  on  or  before  December  15  next, 
from  the  sea  than  any  port  in  the  as  to  the  advisability  of  the  estab- 
world  available  for  ocean  navigation,  lishment  of  free  ports  within  the  lim- 
yGO  miles.  It  also  has  the  advantage  ^^^^  ^f  the  established  customs  districts 
of  being  at  the  foot  of  an  inland  navi-  „{  ^he  United  States  and  the  Panama 
gation    system    extending    more    than    canal  zone 

half  across  the  continent  and  includ-        ^^^^^    .^   ^^^^^   ,p,,ropr.ated      for 
ing  the  Great  I^kes.  ^^^  purpose  of  defraying  the  expense 

,t>  1907  the  channel  was  opened  to  ^^  ;,^^^^^.^.^^  ^^^^  investigation  here- 
iraffic  with  a  depth  of  30  feet^  As  a  ^^  ^^^^^_..^^^,  ^^^  ^^  ^„y  ^„^,y  ,„ 
matter  of  fact  th.  lowest  depth  that  ^^^  ^^^.^^^^^  ^,  ^he  United  States 
season  was  iU  feet  10  inches;  and  the  ^^^  ^^^^^^^.,^^  appropriated,  the  sum 
whole  has  a  magnificent  system  of  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  .. 
lights,  buoys,  signal  service  and  swept 

The  subji'ct  was  touched  upon  when 
channel.  , 

President   W.  J     Ross,  accompanied    the      Underwood      Tariff      was    under 
by    Chief   Engineer   E.   W,   Uowie   and    discussion,     and     although     naturally 
Assistant-Secretary  M.  F.  Eennell.  jr..    shocited     at     being     confronted     with 
during     Kebruarv,   March     and  April,    anything   so   startling   as  a  new   idea 
1914     visited    London,    Marseilles,   Ge-    Uonpress  went  so  far  as  to  permit  the 
naa  '  Hamburg,    Rotterdam,    Antwerp,    manufacture  of  cigars  in  bonded  ware- 
Bristol     Liverpool.      Manchester,    the    houses.     What  we  want     is     one  big 
Clyde  '  Glasgow.      Edinburgh.      Leith,    bonded  warehouse  extending  from  St, 
Rosyth     Hull   and      Southampton     to   Lambert    to   Longueuil,   where   cigars 
study  developments  in  these  narbors,    o.  anything  else  can  be  manufactured 
The,  collected  much  valuable  informa.    in  t.o.d.     Kv.n  Mr.  Hick..nlik.  would 
Ucn  and  plcUed   up  some  good   ideas    admit  that  a  man  m.ght  as   weU   bo 
eeardlng    harbor    development;      but    hanged   for  a   sheep   as   for   a   lamb^ 
Questionably   the    most   radical    no-   and    Canada    long    ago    admitted    tM. 
velty  which  came  under  their  notice    princ.ple  of  manufacture  m  bond.     If 
was   the   Free    l>ort   of   Hamburg:    the    it    is    good    to    manufacture    cigars    m 
Tteady  growth  of  which  has  been  one    bond,   why   would    it   not   be   good   to 
of  the  wonders   of   the   world.  build    locomotives,    steatj.sh.ps,    auto- 

Across  the  border  they  have  awak-  mobiles  or  pianos  ,n  bond;  \\hy 
entd  to  the  importance  of  the  Free  would  it  not  be  good  to  store  a.. 
Pon  Idea  recently  suggested  by  the  kinds  of  European  and  foreign  pro- 
••south  Shore  Press,"  for  the  South  duce  in  bond  so  as  to  ensure  prompt 
Shor  rihe  House  of  Represent,  delivery  to  all  parts  of  this  great 
tlves  at  Washington,  Representative  continental  market^  Congress  hav- 
Hulbert  has  Introduced  a  resolution:  Ing  taken  up  the  Question  th.s  is  no 
•Th^t   the    secretary  of    the    Trea-   time   for    timid    half-hearted      experl- 
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ment.    The  biggest  port  in  the  United    Hamburg,   and 
States  will  certainly  be  a  Free   Fort, 
even  if  it   is  built   at   Uttle   Fodunk 


Glasgow,  are  Free 
Ports.  The  question  of  our  economic 
policy,  after  the  war  is,  or  ought  to 


Nearly    .ill  the   biggest    ports    in    the    be,  a  very  live  issue  in  Canada  Just 
worl.i,    such      as      London,    Liverpool,    now. 


Marseilles  as  a  Free  Port 

INVOLVES  A  RIVER,  SEA,  AND  CANAL  ROUTE  FROM  LONDON  TO 
THE  MEDITERRANEAN.-WILL  SERVE  MORE  COUNTRY  THAN 
HAMBURG—THE  FACILITIES  OF  MARSEILLES,  HAMBURG,  AND 
MONTREAL    COMPARED. 


(From  the  "South  Sb         Press," 

Friday,  June  'S.  1     j) 
The  "New  York  Times"  says:  With 
the   opening  on    May   7   of  the   great 
canal  connecting  Marseilles  with  the 
River,  Rhone  came  the  announcement 
that  Marseilles   is   to   become   a  free 
port      in     direct      competition      with 
Hamburg.     The  object  in  view  when 
designing    the  canal   was   to    connect 
Marseilles,   the   premier   French   port 
and  one  serving  numerous  industrial 
establishments,    with    the    centre    of 
France,   by  a  waterway  sufficient  to 
deal  with   a  larger  amount   of  goods 
of  greater  bulk  than  could  be  carried 
by  the  existing  rallwav  lines.     Thare 
being  a  numoer  of  French  canals  con- 
nected with  the  Rhone  and  Its  tribu- 
tary,   the    Sonne,  the  new  waterway 
will  put  Marseilles  in  direct  communi- 
cation with  a  large  part  of  Northern 
Europe   and  permit  a  more  effective 
distribution  of  those  products  which 
come  to  the  French  port  from  coun- 
tries bordering  on  the  Mediterranean. 
Hamburg  and  Bremen  are  the  only 
great   German    ports.      They    lie    sev- 
enty-five miles  apart,  on  the  roast  of 
the  North  Sea,  and,  under  normal  con- 
ditions, compete  for  the  foreign  trade 
ol   the    common    German   hinterland. 
Their    communication    with    the    pro- 

V  ilictj:i    of    LiaSt    aHii     W'Cr:     r:'.i^^*-^    *- 


mostly  by  sea;  the    waterways     and 
railways  have  little  to  do  with  these 
regions.     In   the  trade   with  the  rest 
ol  Germany  east  of     the     Elbe,  says 
Professor   Edwin   J.   Clapp     of     New 
York  University,  Hamburg,  predomin- 
ates because  of  the  possession  of  the 
Elbe  and  the  rivers  with  which  it  is 
connected.      Hamburg      exercises      in 
Austria    a   similar  preponderance   for 
the  same  reason.    The  Elbe  flows  into 
the  North  Sea  at  Hamburg,  the  We- 
ser   at    Bremen,     the     Uorlmund-Ems 
Canal  at  Emden,  while  the  Rhine  does 
service    for    the    three    foreign    ports 
of    Rotterdam,   Amsterdam,   and    Ant- 
werp. 

The  Marseilles  canal,  which  threat 
ens  serious  consequences  to  Ham- 
burg's trade,  is  one  of  the  important 
public  works  that  were  carried  on 
despite  the  war.  The  waterway  con- 
nects Marseilles  with  .\ries  on  the 
Rhone,  and  for  part  of  the  distance 
runs  under  a  tunnel  under  the  North 
range  of  hills  to  the  northwest  of  the 
great  port.  It  also  connects  London 
with  the  Mediterranean  by  an  almost 
straight  line,  making  Marseilles  the 
greatest  gateway  to  the  East  and  the 
central  clearing  house  tor  all  North 
African  trade.  Fifty  miles  long.  It 
has  taken  twelve  years  to  build,  and 
cost   about   $20,000,000.     The   scheme 


marsp:iu.es  a  hike  i'ORT. 

.rri...l    out    w.th    financial  which,    later    on,    In    1843.    was    taken 

'■^r  TZ     h      sn.       th^     ...pannu.n,  for  the  traffic  through  the  tunnel. 

:;\          ,0  ';,.  .;:.Uu,ne,    an,.,    tnore  The  .uestton   of  a   canal     .     Ma. 

of   tUL    noucu             ,....„,„..  „t  Com  seilles  was   taken   up  afresh   in   18. -t. 

especi.Uy,  n^o„.    h^    ..a            a  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^  ,^^^  ^^^  ,„^^ 

merce    "'    ^''';^"";;;,.  ^.'  ,  ,„    ,uiUi    a    waterway    following    the 

^X^:r:;;::;;:Z-Khone  coastune.    Xh.s.chetnewasfo..to 

Knglnet       P  interesting  require    a    waterway    of    too    great    a 

„     certa.nh      th       n  -t  ^^^^^^     ^^^  ^^^^^    ^^^  ^^  ^.^^  ^^^„,„„ 

"v        "in        H  '    ■       rsuro.   an.,  e.l  for  another  in  which  -he  canal  ran 

'"   ^r^s'-S    u".;             nn  en.e  of  the  in   tunnel   for  part   of   its  length,   not- 

„„ceis„   .un.l.rllu  withstanding    the    cost    of    tunnelm. 

groat  enthusiasm  shown  .n   ^  ■••'"  ,,^„„,^  ,vilh 

^-':;  ":rr  rrifrr    r  :::r:tr.fic  through  the  tunnel. 
us  flow  has  l»..n  tmprov    l  construction  of  a  canal 

"   time.     The   -^   "^  ^;     ^  j ;,    .,,,„,    Marse.lies   to   the    Rhone   was 
tion  runs  in  a  north  to  .outh    1.  ^^      ^^^^.^   ^^^^.^^.   j^^. 

.„.,  .  ^'"-niuea  -    -r.      t        <  >.    .oc^^   ^^^^^^^^     ^  ^^^     ^^^^^^    ^.^^^^^ 

;.ml  111  an  almost  .-^tramiii  .  ,,.  ,„>,r,hpr   ■'•'     I'JO;!       In   the 

f   ,.„infr    .,     wiif  cour.-e    meiit    on    December   v-.    uo^'- 
Sonne,    thus    forming    a    wat.    <<u. 

"   ^^'"^  '"       ;^^  g    .  "Tleran.  Marseilles  Harhor.  followeU  the  coast 
g„i.-..nng.     of   placing  tlu.    .  iVKstaque-that    is.      the 

'-      in      ..irec,    >•'  —  ;--    ^''^  L^.  :hen.  the  railway  l.-.e  emerges 

'^t"''"V  r'T  „   'lit       ;    sa.a.   the  from   the    Nerthe      Railway      tunnel- 

rviiWbl.  in   tUi^  re-  continuin.  along  the  coast   up  to  the 

'""■:1;:'Z::      TZ^:-:^U   --  '-^e  .oin,.   wuere   it   wa.     to     enter 

.pert,   for    -lun     ^  .he  tunnel.     On  leaving  the  tunnel  on 

""""■    ""':  u,o\  u    M  -aiterran-    ti.e  north   side,   it   utilized   two     salt- 

(low    .ou.hward    into    ,tu  ^^^^^^   ^^^^^    ^^^   ^^^^^^   ^^^^.^^   ^^^^    ^^. 

'■"""  ,  .,mi   IS  the    ang    de    Hf-rrie.   meeting    an    existing 

.V  ..heme  ^^  -;;•>  ^/^    ^:;,  ^    canal  joining   Port  de  Bouc.  and  also 

"":u"::\:>0    at  ll  Inere^ore.    an   existing   railway   fron.   the   latter 

early   as   IS.O.  at  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^     ^^^^  ^„^^  ^a,  es- 

^r"  'r;;;..:  ,  V  IrT  n^rutilized.  tlmated  at  ^6,000.000.  The  scheme 
'"^""  "'  "■''  '  ,,^  mnnifested  in  finally  adopted  was  similar  to  the 
.,    f.rther    .for      ^^^^^^^^^    „„,  p„,  ^.^ward   in   1873,  except  that 

:":;"ti;:N;X  :.:t;:    wi,h  a  num.    the  present  canal  enters  the  Rhot^e  at 

-^  Of  locks  to  imiue  UP   for  the^dif-    ^-..^  ^^  ^  ^^^^  ,„,. 

ference  in  Icv.-l.     At     ''-    '^''^  ;^.    .       ^,,  ,,^^,  .j.^ntage  of  a  free  port. 


MARHEILLKS   A    PREK   PORT  ^» 

warehouses,   repacked   or  mixed,   and    vid.d    for   the   barges,   both   In    Ham 

then    as  conditions  of  the  market  die    burg  and  in  the  nver  ports. 

tate,  sent  across  the  customs  line  into         a  Great  Work  Executed  During 

Germany    or    shipped    to    Scandinavia  the   War, 

and  the  Baltic.     In  the  free  port  for-        rhe    "Albany    ArKus"    says;— "Kor 

eisn   merchants  can  maintain   sample    ^^^  ^^(,  years  France  has  been  at  war, 

or  consignment  stocks.    Bonded  ware-    .^ork   on   the     Marseilles   Canal     has 

houses  do  not  offer  th.-   same   oppor-    j,e^)„      steadily      carried    on,   notwlth- 


tunity  for  unhindered     movement     of 
merchandise    within    a    port;     every- 


slandinK   the   tact   that     the      FrencL 
were   in   sore   need   of     all     their   re- 


merchandise    wnnin     a    \^i'-,     ^•-■j      were   in   sort-   uKtm   ".     —      

thing  must  be  done  under  the  haraa-    sources,  both  in  men  and  money.  And 

•      - -""  now   the   canal,   which      was     started 

twelve   years   ago.   is   finished   and   It 


sing   control    of   customs   men 
Competition  with   Hamburg 


IS    confidently    expected    that    It   will 
make   Marseilles  one  of  the   greatest 

cation   with  an  oi   easieru  ■^.=."' — ...    ports  In  the  world;  and  not  only  that. 

with   Berlin,   and   the  Silesian  Indus-    ^^^  ^^  ^m  j^ake  Marseilles  the  cen 

.    .    .      •.  _.^i_&      1-     ,»ririi*inm     ff\    if  a    own  .    _i i_—   u,»..«A    «nv   oil    Mnrth    Am 


Hamburg    has    waterway    communi 
cation   with  all   of   eastern   Germany 


trial  district,  In  addition  to  its  own 
territory  of  the  Elbe.  This  connec- 
tion is  denied  Hamburg's  rival,  Bre- 
men, for  there  Is  no  canal  between 
the  Elbe  and  the  Weser,  It  Is  a 
splendid  hinterland  and  one  bound  up, 
In  times  of  peace,  with  oversea  trade 


tral  clearing  house  for  all  North  Am- 
erican trade. 

"Fifty  miles  long,  the  <anai  has  cost 
J200,000,000.  Nearly  five  miles  o'.  It 
consists  of  a  subterranean  tunnel  72 
tee  iwlde   and    45   feet  high,   blasted 

_.  , through  the  Nerthe  MounUlns,  a  won- 

It  will  be  interesting  to  watch  the   ^erful  engineering  feat. 

If >     -•     •!.«     /•ntnnntition  between  A    •!. 

A  Waterway  From  London  to  in* 

Mediterranean. 
The  canal   completes   ft   w»terw»y 


etf«ot  of  the  competition  between 
MarseiUes  and  Hamburg  which  will 
be  manifest  after  the  war,  Hamburg 
has  In  the  Elbe  and  lU     connecting 


huB  In  the   EUDe  ana  ii»     uuuudi.i,u»»  

waterway,  .splendid  means  of  com-  between  London  and  the  Medlterran- 

munl'tlon  with  .11  Eastern  and  Cen-  ean  by  an  almost  straight    line,  mak- 

rr^lSmany     Primarily  for  this  rea-  Ing  Marseilles  the  greatest  gateway  to 

rn    H  Tu^  To'dUy  Umes  pre-  the  East.     It  enables     Marseilles    to 

TmlMTtes     in     the    foreign  trade  of   expand  Industrially  along  the  shore, 
dominates     in     we  b  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^   ^ 

Central  Germany  and  draws  heavuy  «i    "'«'   *                    ^.  u   —m  „^«,  h« 

on  the  eastern   part  of  the  Empire.  EUng  de   Berre.   which  will  new^ 

The   ieSest   advantage   is  taken  of  -tudled  with  huge  factories  and  w«^ 

^he  opZunity  to  nse'the  w.terways.  houses.    ^^^^' ^^^^  ^.TuT ^^ 

Huge  sum.  h.ve  been  spent  on  their  be   to   make   M.^eme.  .  free  port, 

betterment,  the  floating  .toe.  of  the    *hlch  wui  do  »  har-.  -  -^ - 


jg  MARSEIL'.ES  A  FREK  POUT. 

nan:burg.    Of  special  intcreBl  to  Am-    ..uty.     "  ^^^'P^'"'^  '"  ''°>/'\^,Vat'^he 

'"""""*•             *^                           ,          .    ,,,,„    j„tv  would  only  be  paid  at  tne 

Orleans  Is  the  fact  that  it  Is  planned    ada,  duty  would  ^^^_ 


to  provide  storehouses  for  Roods  pass- 


time   of   delivery    from   the   free   har- 


ing  through  the   Panama   Canal,   par-    hor 


ticularly  oil.' 
Montre     » 


Mr  Dalby  quotes  reports  from  the 
Harbor  Commissioners  to  show  that 
yuch  a  free  port  covers  about  seven- 
ciRlits  of  the  harbor  area  of  Ham- 
burg, and  has  proved  a  great  success, 
resulting   in   an   ext.-nsive   warehouse 


Facilities   and    Oppor- 
tunities. 
Hoth   in  existing  facilities  for  ship 

ping  and  in,  so  far,  undeveloped  op     „ 

IKjrtunilies  for  trade.  Montreal  is  a  business  being  done,  in  the  establisn- 
long  wav  ahead  of  both  Hamburg  and  ^ent  of  important  manufacturing 
Marseilles  So  far  as  the  proposed  concerns,  and  In  the  fostering  of  the 
Free  Port  of  Montreal  is  concerned,  largest  ship-building  plants  in  Ger- 
that  is  to  say.  the  South  Shore  Free  niany.  Canada  long  ago  admitted  the 
Port  It  will  be  in  no  way  a  rival  t .  principle  of  manufacture  In  bond,  and 
Marseilles  Rather  will  the  two  ports  if.  he  asks,  it  is  good  to  manufacture 
be  of  the  greatest  benefiht  to  each  cigars  in  bond,  why  would  it  not  be 
other  There  can  be  no  rivalry  be-  s„od  to  build  locomotives,  steamships, 
tween  Marseilles  and  Montreal.  automobiles  or  pianos  in  bond?    Why 

From  the  "Montreal  Herald,"  June,  would  it  not  be  good  to  store  all 
19^g._  kinds    of   European   and   foreign   pro- 

.-in  th  .  -south  SlK.re  Press,'  Mr.  duce  in  bond  so  as  to  ---  P;-"";' 
Hen^y  Dalby  has  a  long  article  advo-  delivery  to  all  parts  of  this  great  con 
eating  the  establishment  a  free  port   t.nentla  market. 

opposite    Montreal,    extending      from       "London,    Uverpool,    -"J     G^J^^^^ 
St  I^mbert  to  I>ongueuil.    A  free  port    are  free  ports,  and  >;--'  ^^    ;,;«^^. 
is  not  a  place  where  there     are     no    to  be   made   a  free   port,  in  competi 
slipping     ues,   but   a   port   where  no   tion  with  Hamburg.    Furthermore  the 
customs  taxes  are  collected.    The  idea    Cnited  States  Congress  is  ^^'^'ZZ 
i.  to  carve  out  a  large  area  of  land    .    proposition    for    the    -^-^"^^^  "^ 
around  a  port  and  treat  it  as  a  sep-    of   several   free   ports   in   the   Un  ted 
0  coLtry  in  the  matter  of  tariff.    States.    It  will  he  seen  therefore^  ha 
Within      this      area      manufacturers    the  issue  is  a  live  one.  and  it  wou  d 
w  ul     b'    allowed  to  import  raw  m.    certainly  appear  that   if  any  port   In 
terials  absolutelv   free   of     duty,   and   the  world   can  reap  advantages  from 
export    the    finished    product    unham-    such   a  policy     it     is     Montrea     the 
eT    bT    lariff   Lnp'osition.     Goods   meeting  place  of  ^^^ ^^^^^^l^^ X^ 
would  also  bo  allowed  to  be  stored  in    land  and  ocean  navigation.    The  ones 
TwareUouses  for  any  length  of  time   tion  is  one  well  worth  consideration 
and    re-shipped    without   payment     of    by  the  authorities." 


\\1iy  the  Free  Port  Should  be  on  the 
South  Shore 

MONTREAL  HAS  TWO  GREAT  OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  DEVELOPMENT 
ACCORDING  TO  THE  STEPHENS  COMMISSION  REPORT.-ONE 
DUE  TO  ^rS  POSITION  AND  CANAL  FACILITIES,  THE  OTHER 
DUE  TO  irS  NATURAL  SUITABILITY  FOR  A  FREE  PORT  AREA. 
!.WHV  THE  FREE  PORT  SHOULD  BE  LOCATED  ON  THE  SOUTH 
SHORE. 


(From   the  "South   Shore    Press." 
Friday.  Junf  9.  1916.) 

Mr.  George  Washinston  Stephens 
an.l  Mr.  Cowie.  in  their  report  on 
British  and  Continental  I'orts.  with 
a  view  to  the  development  of  the  Port 
of  Montreal  and  Canadian  Tran-?por- 
tatlon,  recognize  five  f'l-tinct  types 
of  port  business,  speclnliy  prominent 
in  the  ports  visited.  These  five  types 
are  as  follows: 

(a»  Ocean  ship  to  coasting  ship; 

(b)  Ocean   ship  to   railway   direct; 

(c)  Ocean    ship    to    warehouse    by 
vehicle ; 

(d)  Ocean    ship   to    warehouse     by 
lighter; 

(e)  Ocean  ship  to  canal  barge; 
The    (c)      type   were   found     most 

marked  in  Liverpool,  Antwerp  and 
Montreal.  The  necessary  require- 
ments for  its  development  are  conven- 
ient and  good  roads  to  warehouses; 
facilities  for  loading  and  unloading, 
convenient  to  the  ship;  concentration 
of  business  and  the  proximity  of  large 
warehouse  accommodation,  with  rail- 
nay  access  to  and  from  terminals  and 
warehouses." 

Of  the  (d)  type,  ocean  ship  to  and 
from  warehouse  by  lighters,  he  found 


special   examples     in     l^indon.   Ham- 
burg, and   Antwerp,   where  numerous 
warehouses    are    accessible    from    the 
water  direct.     He     says    delivery  by 
lighters  of  from  DO  to  200  tons  capac- 
ity is  the  cheapest  mode  of  transfer. 
This   must   be   particularly   true   of 
the  Thames,  where  the     lighters  are 
moved   up   and  down   by   the   tide   so 
that  an  immense  area  is  served  with- 
out   any    expense    whatever.        When 
the  tide  turns,  the  barge  is  steered  to 
the  bank  and  moored;  and  the  captain 
and  the  crew— the     latter     generally 
compose.,  of  one  boy,  go  ashore  until 
the  tide  turns  again  and   the  voyage 
is  continued.    Many  of  the  barges  go 
f'own   the  Thames  from  bondon  and 
up  the  Me(?way  to  Maidstone  and  Ro- 
chester, and  the  cost  of  the  transpor- 
tation  is    may   be    imagined,    trifling. 
He  found  the  best  examples  of  the 
(e)  type  to  be  Antwerp.  Hamburg  and 
Montreal,    with      the      advantage     to 
Montreal  in  the  depth  of  the  Canadian 
canal  system. 

Montreal's   Great   Opportunity. 
Mr.  Stephens  points  out  that  Mont- 
real has  splendid  possibilities  of  de- 
veloping (a)  and  (d);   (a)  by  way  of 


the  14  reet  CanadJac 


r.rti  p.vstein.  to 


iR 


...   Wnv  T>,K  KHKK  -OUT  .UOVUU   UK  ON  TMK  SOrXH  SMOKK 

which  H..U..  ....ua.  to  K.rop..n  co      -  on     h      tu. _^^    ^^    ^^^^    ^^^^^   ^^^^^ 

l„R  and   Baltic  sea  «h.ps     -an     "av  Us  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^ 

,.le;  and  (d,  by  her  n.tura.  .u.  at.,.-  ^^^''  '^  ^^^^.^^.^     ,,,,     victoria 

•ty  tor   .    Free    Port   are,   .■.on.pl....>  ';^;j^'^-^^   J  ,„„,,..,„  coanties 

approachable  by  watrr.  uuilwav    was   not      in      existence    and 

.rp:r:.t:r.;;;:::r::J.:^ 

;;..:..  is  w-',;^---:;-;-  "-::Mrr...  -ve  a .«« 

"""■    -^      -'      """'"      """""""•"  ,^^  ^,„,  ,,  prot.ctionisl  Area  mixed 

tributln.   centre   (or  a   UrM-   sU-  n  J^      P  ^^^^   ^^^  ^^„   ^,„,   ,,„,t 

Norlth    American    business.      Hie   ad    <  tn      _  identified    with    the 

vana.cs    aUorded    by    a    n.od..rn    ana    .e«ted  "^ JJ^^^  ,,  ,„, 

.e,..e„uipped        -;;;;^---,^    -  ^:;:,1,.  .„.    it.     The    Kree    ."ort 

„.,„.,ed    warehouse   distinct        or  ^^^^^_^  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^,j 

...anuracure   "'-;;'-   -^/X      L^^^.  .,  ..ocKs  and  wharves,  but  not 

tial  horn     raw  "^  '"•'•'"'  ""':"'^;^„.    ,  ,,„  „,•  it.     There  is  no  harm  in  re- 
,he    »tora«e    of    through    tr.Uf.>  -^J^^^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ,^^  ,,^^,„^  .., 

not  be  over  estimated.  Montreal   has  a   South   Shore   as   well 

as   a   ..orth,   conventionally  speaking. 

.„^ The   jurisdiction   of   the   Harbor   Com- 

The  other   day    1    was   asKed.   "Why    mlssloners   ^^^^^J  ^^^''^2^^  :l 

Mount   Royal  if   it   warns  ouc,    u  „„.,.„,  »r«at  commer- 

cannot  imagine  Montreal  wanting  any-   otUer  place  so  --;;  *  f  **"^  J°",„3 

f  .>,»  kind  when     the     South   clal  and     manufacturing     city 

Tv      HeTaW    "  t  U  a  splendid  idea   taches  bo  much   Importance  could  be 

,     \.     ,    »     h,t    here   Is  only  one   obtained   more   cheaply   and   convenl- 
for   Montreal  but  the^^e     s   only  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^ 

r::Lr  "     r^Ued     rthe  U^  any  other  place  near  Montreal  acce. 
Lre"    in     thi:    opinion    1    entirely  sl.e  to  hi.  o^cean.eatners-.^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Montreal.  I  was  ao  convinced  that  it   big  ocean-going  steamers,   a.  well 


Why    Should    the    South    Shore    Have 
the  Pree  Port? 


WIIV   TMK    KHKK    .M)I(T   ^UOlUV    KK   oN   THK    SCITU    SlloUK 


1) 


...,p.  an.,  ur...  ..In.  u.,  .'-■^- <''"''--:::';;:::. ^ it::^ 


iin.l   about    :i'i:    fPfl   <lrauKht    <an   !ra- 
\.r«»    It  lor   :»«2  days   a   year  un   the 
avtnuu-.   whilp  lor    11    years   continu- 
riiiRly  thfii-  was  no  Interruption     The 
annual  trarfic  had  rlsiu  from  120.000 
tons   in   liiT'.t  to  400.000  tons   in   rJlO. 
but    ther»>   1h    no   satisfactory   port   »t 
the    uioutb.      Since    rjOC,  however,    a 
canal.  00   miles   long,  partly  on     ih« 
lines  of  an  older  one.  has  been  under 
construitlon  Iioni  Aries     by  port     d« 
Uouc  and  Martlnguea     to     L'Kstaque. 
near    Marseilles      There   la   only   on* 
lock— at  Aries;   and  the  final  section, 
a  tunnel  soiuo  4>/i  miles  long,  through 
a   ridge  of   rock,  was  inaugurated   by 
u     distinguished     company.   Including 
the   Minister  of   Public  Works.       The 
tunnel  will  be   approximately   72  feet 
wide  and  r.0  feet  high,  and  the  depth 
ot  water  in   it  will  be  nearly   S   feet. 
Before  entering  the  tunnel  the  cana! 
pabses  through  a  desert  on  the  bordt. 
of  a  salt  lake,  the  shore  of  which  l» 
now    covered    with    chemical      works, 
manufactories  of  explosives,  and  other 
establishments    called    into    existenc* 


canaU 

That  Earnett  Contlderation. 
Altliougli      the      Stephens-Cowie    re- 
port   wa-    made    in    11*08.    it    does    not 

teem  to  have  met  with  much  earnest 

coLslderatlon  by  anybody  out«l(l«  the 

Harbor  Hoard,  from  that  day  to  this. 

The  press  and  the     politicians     have 

equally    Ignored    it.      Meanwhile      the 

subject   Is  not   regarded   as   negligible 

in   Bome  other   countries  whicli    have 

not  nearly  so  much  to  gain  from  free 

ports  as  Canada.  I  speak  of  tree  ports 

in  the  plural  number  because  1  think 

Canada  is  big  enough  to  have  several 

Free  Trade  areas  laid  off.  France  is 
setting  a  magnificent  example  In  this 
as  in  other  things.  When  I  lie  new 
route  from  London  to  tlie  Mediterran- 
ean via  Havre.  Lyons.  Aries,  and  Mar- 
seilles, is  complete,  the  Free  Port  of 
Marseilles  will  become  one  of  the 
greatest  ports  in  the  world  as  Mont- 
real may  yet  be.  The  '•London  Econo- 
mist" says:  "In  two  years'  time,  or 
three  at  the  utmost,  the  two  greatest 

seaports  of  the  North  and  South  of  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  Probably  tthe  canal  will 
France  respectively  will  be  connected  ^_^^^  .^  ^  ^^^^^  industrial  district, 
by  a  continuous  inland  waterway,  up-  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^.^  .^  expected,  notably 
on  which  the  cost  ot  carriage  of  goods  .^  pj^^^p^^^^g  j^om  Tunis  and  agricul- 
wiU  be  reduced  to  less  than  half  the  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^j^j^.^  ^„a 
rrilwai  rat-s.  At  present,  barges  can  ^^^^^^^^  .^  exchange  for  the  manu- 
reach  Lyons  from  Havre  by  the  ^^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^  Northern 
Seine,  a  canal,  and     the     Saone,  but    j,^^^^^  „ 

from  Lvons  onward  the  Rhone,  which 

irom  i^juus  ^u  Enterprise  has  done    a   great    deal 

ir   the  earlier  part  of    ts  ocurse  is  a        r-nierpns.. 

mo  IL  trrent,  becomes  a  river  of   for  the  Port  of  Montreal,     ut  Natun. 

strong  currents,  with  constantly  shift-  has  done  more.  To-day  It  Is  a  Na 
Ig  shoals  and  sa.dhanks.  and  very  tional  Port.  With  a  »;-  J"^'  ^""^^ 
variable  In  its  depth  at  different  It  will  be  an  »'^^"- '°-'  ^^  \;;. 
places  and  seasons.  Since  1S78,  how-  which  much  more  than  ha  the  con 
ever,  the  river  between  Lyons  and  tinent  of  North  America  will  be  con- 
Aries   has   been  cleared   and    ueepec-    tribalofy. 


Monlrears  Free  Port 


rS=Sr~:=-:.;-..;.--„".-.-.-..r-.; 

NORTHWEST. 


,,..,,„„    ,„P    •■.south    rilii.rr    lTes!». 

irlilav.  Juno   K..  r.»l''  > 
Th-  Kreat.sl  ^.apnrts   m   It...  worl.l 

.^,.,.      ,„„       ,„      ;.      ,.„1.-      ..lUllt.M      ....      .1..-      SiM 

;.„ast.  im.  ra.h.T  :.«  far  Inl.n.l   away 
fr..ra  the  soa  aa  th.y  can  t^ft      bon- 
,„„,    f,.r  instann..   is  fifty   mil-*  '«>..> 
„..  „u,uth  of  lUc  Thames.     Mver,..,..l 
,  ,  ,i,r.M.  miles  up  th.-  M.-rs-'V  f.om  th.. 
^^a      N.-w   Orleans   1.   W  u.il.>s  from 
tho   C.ulf   of   M'-'-i'"    1'l.ila.leli.hia   10,, 
tiiiL's    from    Hampton    U..a.is.      Other 
,„.r,.s  locate.l   a  eonsl.lerahle   .li..tanee 
i„l,n.l  arc  Itrunsw,.  k.  whi.-.h  is  about 
1-,    miles    fn.u-    'ivo    neean;    Hartford, 
«t„:ut',3mU..s;  Mobile,  30  mU.s;  port 
\rthur.    Tex.    almut    17    miles;    I'orl- 
l,.n,l.   Ore,   112   mius;   Ui.:hman.l.   104 
„uU..s;   Sacramento.  Ill   miles;   Savan- 
mh,  2f.  mile,;  \Va  binK'ton,  l'..r.  mil-'!'; 
Wnminmun.   M..   si  miles;    WUn.int-V 
t>n.   N.C.,   :!n   mile.<.     Hamburg   is   70 
,„ilis    from    th.>    in..uth    ..f    lli>-    i:l>>-'; 
\nt^verp   is   r,r,  mil.  s   from   the  moutU 
,„•   ,„„     s.U.'iat     aiel    at     tb.'    bea.l    "f 
■  nean    navipation;     Untter.lam     is    l'.» 
,,il,,,    up    the    Meuse;    C.laspow   is    at 
,he  head   of   oe.au   navigation  on  the 
Clvde,   vvhieh   ba.<   tr-en   made  naviga- 
ble bv  dredgini,'.     In  1773  the  river  at 
CU'SKow  was  ir,  to  IS  Inches  deep  and 

.  .  ,         TV .i.rtiijj       tTi7ntvt> 

was        fuiuaui''        V-^        i-u:::--'* 

uiil.'S  beU.w  Clasgow.     The  port  is  4S 


uiil.'s   from    Canlire.    when'    U    i^  eon- 
.-i,l,.ivil  llo-   Kirlh  .if  rly.l.'  li.Kliis  and 
1.  at    th.'   ..'nlre   of   th."   . omm.T.  .•  of 
Sn.tlanil       My   ;!reat   ennineerlnK   skill 
ami    a    lar«.-    .-xpi'mlilure    of    money, 
th.'  Clyde  has  be.'u  ma.le  navigable  to 
(.la^gow.    being    T2    feel    deep   at    low 
ti.le,    and    :'.,".    fe.'t   de.'P    at    high    tide. 
■riM-    iniporrane.'  of    the    Clyd.'    in    tho 
Shlpbuil.llng   Industry   Is   w.U  known. 
The    laisitania.    which    was    built    and 
litt.'d    at    <;las«ow.    saile.l      ilown    the 
lly.le,    drawing    M'-,     f.'et    of    water. 
Anolli.r  ease  cf  ocean  n.ivigation   be- 
ing exteiul.'d  inlanil  is  at   Manchester. 
;',.'pi.j    miles    froiu    Liverpool.      It    cost 
|T,',.iM)ii.i)()U    to   make    Man.hester      an 
ocean  port   by  means  of  the  Manches- 
ter Ship  Canal. 

Of    course,    th.-    explanation    <.f   the 
•    Inland    seaport    is— transportation    by 
water  osts  so  much  less  than  trans- 
portali.in   by    railway.       The   greatest 
example  in  the  worl.l  of  inlr.nd  ocean 
navigation   is  Montreal.     The   I'orl   of 
Montreal  was  made  in  the  first  place 
by   the    Uichine    llapids.      Had    there 
been  no  rapi.Is  b.dweeu  Montreal  and 
Lake  Ontari...  the  head  of  the  St.  Law- 
rei.cc    ocean   navlgaltion    would   have 
been  Toronto;  not  because  Toronto  is 
more  adapted  for  an  ocean  port  than 
Montreal,    but    simply    becau.se      it    l3 
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f;., il.fr   inlana   an.l      tHe     n..«r.5r  >oa  (  ana.la*    transcontlnenul    r.illway. 

can   iTlnK   y-.ur  ocean   hI,1p«     to    th«  (.n.l  It  Is  the  only  country  ,.o„«-,»lnK 

,  .►          .M.w.„t    ,.„.  i...tt,.r  U  iranscontinental     railway.)     ar.      tbo 

c.-ntn-  of  ihf  i-onlln.-nt,  ihf  bfit.T  i»        


!•  (or  everybody  coniM-rno'l  In  thli 
mutter  Montrual  has  the  advantaRe 
ovi-r  all  lh«  ports  1  have  naiiifd  ll  is 
y6u  mllon  from  tho  .\tlanil<  upon  a 
river  which  is  navlKuhle  liy  tli.'  bin- 
gesl  ort!an  steamers;  »hlps  drav^laK 
oMsr  thirty  feet  of  wati-r;  and  it  Is  a» 
the  foot  of  a  system  of  Inland  iiavlKa- 
tlon  by  river  and  canals,  stretching 
lor  1,400  luUei  farther  a<  ross  tli'>  con- 
tinent;    which    Is    available    to    ships 


complement  of  the  river  and  <  anal 
system  of  transportation.  A  Frre  l'or» 
would  find  winter  traffic  for  the  In 
tircolonlal.  the  Canadian  I  adfli:.  the 
(Irand  Trunk,  the  Cirand  Trunk  Tail 
fic.  and  the  fanadian  Northern,  to 
say  nothluK  about  the  .Mnerlcan  rail- 
ways   which    'lave    Montreal      coiiiifC- 

tions 

The      Stephens  Cowle      report,   after 
enuiniTatlnf?     the     many     advantage* 


■nt ;     will     IS    avauaun--     iw    cu>v^  .      ,         ,  ■  .^  ....   ii.i.nrt 

Montreal  already  enjoys  as  an   Inland 
drawing   U   feet  of  water  from   Mont- 

1      ..n     f„..t    Ocean    I'ort  says: 
real   to    I'ort   (Olborne,   and     JO     leec 

front  I'ort  Colborne  to  Uuftah,,  Cleve-  "In  vUw  of  these  fad.  It  would 
land,  Itetrolt,  ChUaKo.  Sank  Ste  Ma-  «eem  to  be  most  urgent  to  supplen.ent 
rle.  Kort  Williatn,  and  Puluth  The  without  lo..  of  time  these  great  ad- 
port  seems  to  have  been  specially  de-    Nantages. 

signed  bv  l-rovldence  to  provide  more  1-  Hy  making  the  most  of  our  pre- 
than  half  the  continent  of  North  .\m-  m  nt  accommodation  through  its  pro- 
erica  with  the  cheapest  possibS-  trans-    per  e.iuipment. 

portatlon.  -■  »>•  ''"'"8  everything  in  our  uower 

All  that  Is  n..e.led  to  make  it  actu-    to  attract   shipping  by   securing  a'jso- 
ally  serve  .his  purpo.se  is  !"•«   ^^^^^'y  "'   approach; 

A    FREE    PORT.  "'  ^'*'    '"^'"^    ''"'"'    "    «'"^''''''    »''**' 

ol  future  development   with  a  view  of 
For  every  ship  thai  (onie^  to  Mont 


real  now.  proliably  from  twenty  to 
fifty  would  come  if  there  w.re  a  Free 
Port  area  set  aside  in  the  harbor. 
They  would  not  only  contribute  their 
full  share  to  the  revenues  of  tiie  Har 


providing  at  Montreal  a  port  equip- 
ment etiual  to  that  of  Ilatuburg  or 
Liverpool; 

•1,    lly     encouraging     the     railway.^ 
serving   the   I'ort   of   Montreal   to  de- 


bor  of  Montreal;  but  they  would  pro-  velop  more  intimate  traffic  relations 
vidio  facilities  now  sadly  needed  tor  with  the  railways  serving  the  »nt.sh 
Canada's  export  trade.  The  farmers  and  Continental  I'orts; 
of  the  North-West  and  the  great  Can-  5.  By  developing  and  equipping  a 
adlan  railways  are  as  much  interest-  modern  winter  port  providing  amplo 
cd  in  this  matter  as  are  the  people  of  accommodatioin  to  take  caro  of  the 
Montreal  and  the  South  Shore.  Thou-  ^^^,^^^  developed  through  Montreal 
sands  of  bushels  of  grain  are  shipped  ^j^^j^g  ,,jg  season  of  navigation; 
pvery  year  lo  the  United  States  ports.  ^,  ^^^  incorporating  in  the  future 
because  ships  cannot  be  found  for  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  extension  a  Free 
them   in   Moulreai 


THK  FREK  PORT  AN   K(ON().Ml<-  WAR  MKASLRH 
Zr     Oistnct     after     .he     .ode,     of    wi..     co..and_    ^^^^^^^^.^^'^Z 


Hamburg,  and  so  inau^,- 

,lian  soil  a  P'-r'  «"*'''■  ''>'  ""  I"-''^'*^" 

of  iiii 


u>,-uratc  on  Cana-    business,   but   a    large     part 


Western    export   and    import    business 


^•'""'".     "",     ^  :„,.  valu..     of    the    North    American    Continent. 

sition  and  slratt-jiiial  trail'    \aivi   . 


The  Free  Port  an  Economic  \\  ar  Measure 


(From   the    'South    Shore   Press.' 
June  10.  I'.Uti.) 


war,  let  il  come  on;  and  we  will  quit 
ourselves  like  men.     To  ibe  average 
German,  the   British  fiscal   system  is 
,       .nnot  be  accus.d  of   a  profound  mystery.    He  cannot  grasp 
we  in  <---^;         't.  our  pr  pared,   the  idea  of  its  multiplicity  of  tariffs 
:rfrtr:~i:::;  \Z.      .    ...er  a   Free  Trade  Unp.-.l  Govern- 
Z'.i  surelv  con.ing  iu.mediately  upon   ,,ert.     No  doubt   he  fondly   imagmes 
Te  close  o"'  the  more  brutal  war  noxv   that  our  system  of  allowing  every  Uo- 
n   «rocress      What   the   German   .an     m.niou  to  mind  its  own  business  w.U 
ot  accomplish   by    force  of  artns,   ho    .e  fa.al  to  the  Kmpirr  and  to  any  en- 
'■  1  certainlv  trv   to   achieve   by   chi-    tente   cordiale  between     the     hmp.re 
,anerv  and   undJrhand     scheming     in    ,.nd   its  Allies   in     an     econonuc  war 
ccmmerical  rivalrv.     The  same  gigan-    The   in.lustry  of   which  they  are   mo.:t 
,ic    system    oi    espionage    .■orruption.   jealous  is  our  mercantile  marme,  and 
and 'misrepresentation      which       has    u.ey    cannot    imagine   how   Great    Uri- 
been  used  lor  all  i'  was  worth  in  the    tain    cau    go    into     any      preferential 
will   be  used   after     the     war   is    trade  arrangement  without  destro>'.ng 
over  l^  what  with  unconscious  humor    it,   ^reat    carrying   tr.ule   which   is   so 
tl.ev'wil    no  doubt  call  an  era  of  peac".    largely  dependent  upon  freedom  from 
U  will  be  economic  war  to  the  Unife.   customs  duties.    We  have  been  point- 
To    recover    the    markets    they    have    jp.g    „ut    the    important    services    that 
thrown  awav  to  kill  the  new  compet-   can  be  rendered  to  merchant  shipping 
,n^   industries  brought    into  existence    ,,,     a     Free    Port.     The     "New     ^  ork 
bvlheir  egotistic  blundering  stupidity,    Times"   points  cut   still   another   one. 
they    will    stop   at    nothing.      Already   jr   a   cargo  cannot     be     disposed     of 
,Uev   are   declaring    that   their   manu-   quickly,  its  re-shipment  is  g/eatly  fa- 
fv-turers  are  -o  sell  at  less  than  the   cilitated    if  it  has    been    land-M    at    a 
cnst    of    production,    the    Government    Free    Port.     I!y   its   determined   prose- 
making    up    the    deficiency    in    price,   cution  of  the  work  on  the  M  •-rseilles 
i-mil    Iho   new   rompeniion   has   been   canal,  while  the  present  war  is  going 
iilled'oft,  when    we   shall,   they    say,   on.   prance  has  shown   that  it  appre- 
have  the  privilege    of  making  up  for   ciates  the  importance  of  preparedness 
what  the  fight  has  cost  their  govern-   for  economic  war.     The  Free  Port  of 
_/„,  Marseilles  will  cut  a  great   figure  in 

"  W-eli:      H   there   is  to  be   economic  that   war.     It   will     have     great   geo- 


THE  FRKK  POUT  AN  V'J' 
graphical  advantages  nv^r  liair.buri^ 
and  tlK'se,  join.-d  to  Hr-  p.f^t  advan- 
tage of  the  commercial  entente  cor- 
Uiale  with  the  Allies,  ought  tu  force 
Hamburg  to  take  a  much  lower  place 
il.  the  business  cla.~s.  It  will  lie  a 
Kreat  advantage  to  us  to  have  our 
nuarrel  just,  it  will  also  be  a  decided 
advantage  to  get  our  blow  in  'fust." 
The  less  encoura cement  the  German 
•■drummer"  meets  in  his  old  markets 
in  the  earlieir  stages  of  tho  economic 
w..;-  the  better.  Tile  Soutji  Shore  I'ree 
Port  would  beni'fit  every  producer 
and  manufacturer  in  Canada. 


(From    the   "South   Shore    I'ress." 
Friday.  June  2;!.  V.n>'>.t 


A   typographical   error   in   the  head- 
ing  of   last    week's    Free    Port   article 
made  it  read.  "AH  the  World's  great- 
est Seaports  are  situated  on   Islands." 
Of  course   it  should  have  read  as  set 
forth  in  the  body  of  the  article,  with 
considerable  emphasis     and     illustra- 
tion:   "Are    situated    Inland."      While 
some  of  the  world's  greatest  seaports 
are    situated   on   the    British    Islands, 
there  are  others  on  the  continents  of 
Kurope  and  America;   but  with  a  few 
exceptions,   they   are  all   at   consider- 
a'ole  distances   from     the     sea.     Tho 
point  1  endeavored  to  make  was  that 
uistance  from  the  sea  was  an  advan- 
tage enjoyed  by  Montreal  to  a  great- 
er extent  than  any  other  ocean  port 
in  the  world.    It  is  generally  held  that 
it   costs  a?   mucj.   lo  carry  .'.0  ton;-   '.>y 
road,  as  it  does  to  carry  sou  tons  by 
rail,  or  TlOOO  tons  by  ocean  steamship. 
It    is    therefore     desirable      to     carry 
s i~v-.    ....    f..-    i.ii.....'    -js    '"jssib!^    bv 


(J.M)MIC    WAU    .MKASIRK  'J". 

;h»'   ocean   steamer,   especially   it   that 
brings  it   to  a  point  near  to  the  busi- 
ness centre  of  the  country.     Tho  two 
things  act  and  re-acl  upon  each  other. 
The  business  centre  attracts  the  ship- 
ping and  the  shipping  is  the  most  Im- 
portaM  factor   in   the  development  of 
the  business  centre.     Without  the  un- 
rivalled   river    approach    to    Montreal 
and  the  port  facilities  there  provided, 
most  of  the  Canadian  steamship  line* 
would    cease    to    be    Canadian.      And 
what  would   Montreal   he   without   the 
ocean    i-teamships.'      The    po-t    occu- 
pic.-,    a    position     of     vital   importance 
upon   a    great   trade    route  stretching 
all  across  the  continent  from  the  At- 
lantic to  the   Pacific,     It  is  impossible 
to  have  a  better  strategic  position  for 
a   Free   Port  on   the  whole   continent 
of   America.      Let    it    be   remembered 
that  a  Free  Port  is  not  and  should  not 
be    affected    by    political    boundaries. 
The  South  Shore  Free  Port  could  ren- 
der as  great  service  to  the  merchants 
of  the   United   States  as  to  the   mer- 
chants  of   Canada.     So   far     as     the 
American  or  Canadian  custom  houses 
are  concerned  the   Free  Port  is  only 
a  way  station  on  the  trade  route.  Pro- 
bably   the    very    greatest      advantaga 
(although  by  no  means  the  only  one  I 
that    Canada   would    derive    from   tho 
Free  Port  would  be  the  great  number 
of    ships    that    would    come    with    im- 
ports  for   more  than    half   the   contin- 
ent   and  be  available  for  tho     trans- 
portation of  Canada's  export-;   across 
th>;  ocean  and  to  the  West  Indie'?,  and 
South    America.      Kven   merchant;    of 
the   Northern   Cnited   States  and.   for 
tl.it    matter,    the     Southern      States, 
might    find    it    to    their    advantage    to 


i;4  Till-:   MONTRKAh   lAl'KKS   ON   TllK    tHEU  I'UUT   lUKA. 

obtain  llie  Kuropean  goods  in  the  "The  Star,"  undi-T  the  heading. 
Port  of  Montreal  rather  than  have  "Free  Fort  Project  Heint:  Advanced,' 
to  cross  the  Atlantic  to  make  their  say.-,;  ••Union  of  South  Shore  towns 
imrch-.'.ses.  It  would  certainly  save  advanced  another  step  last  night 
them  from  endless  .lelays  and  many  when  a  resolution  in  favor  of  union 
ether  vexa'ions.  was  passed  by  the  Council  of  St.  Lam- 

Under   One   Control.  bert.     Inder  the  terms  of  the  resolu- 

Another  advantage  that  Montreal  tion.  however,  the  union  is  only  to 
enjovs  is  that  the  whole  port  and  its  take  plac^.  with  the  passing  of  the 
approaches  are  under  one  control  Ke.leral  Act  creating  the  united  mun- 
■ihe  water  front  on  the  South  Shore  cipality  a  free  port  on  the  South 
ab  on  the  North  Sluire  belongs  to  the    Shore." 

Harbor  Commissioners  in  their  corpor-  "The  Gazette"  says:  "With  the  idea 
ate  capacity.  In  this  respect  Montreal  of  having  a  free  ocean  port  on  the 
io  ahead  of  London.  Kiversi  ■  (juaya  South  Shoie,  th.^  Council  of  St.  Lam- 
on  the  Thames  are  needed,  but  the  bert  at  last  c-.^ning's  meeting,  took 
waterfront  needed,  belongs  in  most  a  definite  stL-p  towards  a  union  into 
cayes.  to  private  owners.  The  docks  one  municipality  of  the  four  South 
are  In  enclosed  basins,  and  the  tidal  Shore  towns,  to  take  pluce  only  in 
water  is  let  in  and  out  by  locks.  the  event  of  a  Federal  Act  creating  a 

The  South  Shore  has  the  advantage  Tree  Port  on  the  South  Shore.  Tho 
that  the  whole  river  front  is  at  the  council  of  the  town  of  Longaeuil  has 
c.mmand  of  the  Harbor  Board  and  alrea.ly  discussed  the  question  of  un- 
plenty  of  land  for  dock  extensions  ion,  and  has  referred  it  to  its  general 
and  warehouse  and  factory  construe-  committee  for  study.  The  town  of 
tion  can  be  bought  cheaply  just  now.   Montreal  South  will  discuss  the  ques- 

__» tion  on  Thursday     eifening     of     this 

THE   MONTREAL  PAPERS  ON  THE    week,    and    Greenfield    Park    will    dis- 
FREE  PORT  IDEA."  cuss  it  on  Thursday  evening  of  next 

(From   the   "South   Shore  Press,"       week." 

Friday,   July    7,    191G.)  The   "Evening    News"   says:      "The 

whole   proposition    is    one    with    very 

At  Monday  night's  meeting  of  the  large  industrial  possibilities.  By  free 
St.  Lambert  Town  Council.  Alderman  port  it  is  meant  that  all  goods  can 
Deschenes'  resolution  in  favor  of  am  be  imported  into  the  free  port  area 
algamating  St.  Lambert,  Longueuil.  aud  no  duty  paid  while  they  remain  in 
Montreal  South  and  Greenfield  Park  that  free  port.  The  area  itself,  accord 
Into  one  city,  and  to  apply  to  the  ing  to  Thomas  Robb,  of  the  Shipping 
Federal  Government  for  a  law  to  ere-  Federation,  who  was  seen  this  morn- 
ate  that  city  a  Free  Port,  was  un-  ing.  constitutes  the  bond.  Incideut- 
animouly  passed,  and  as  the  '•Mont-  ally  manufacturers  can  come  in  ano 
real  HeraW  puts  it,  was  the  first  re-  set  up  their  plants  within  the  same 
_    1-   .!.„    o.A,.th    ..-ot.    T-or-uivB  all   the  various  Darts  o.. 


Shore  Free  Port. 


material  for  the  manufacture  of  their 
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Iiroducts,  put  tlu'iii  toKCthtT  and  ex 
port  them  again.  No  duty  is  paid, 
unless  they  are  exported  into  Canada. 
'•On  the  other  liand.  il"  the  .;<)ods. 
after  manufaiture,  are  shipped  out- 
side the  pre.scribed  free  port  area  'n 
duty  would  at  once  becimie  payable. 
".Material  may  also  be  brought  in  in 
large  (i\Kintities  from  aljioad  and  re- 
H'ain  in  lion.i  in  the  free  port  at  a 
small  storage  charge  until  the  manu- 
facturer gets  a  sale.  Then  he  manu- 
factures his  product  in  bond  and  ex- 
ports it.  then  payuig  his  duty  if  it  is 
for  a  Canadian  '  uyer. 

"One  object:  .  to  the  jiroposition  of 
the  union  of  tlie  four  municipalities 
which  was  voiced  by  a  resident  of 
the  South  Shore  this  morning  is  that 
the  citizens  of  any  of  the  towns  will 
pot  like  the  idea  of  being  lalled  upon 
to  share  in  the  municipal  debts  of  the 
others,  in  the  case  where  they  are 
larger.  For  Instance.  Montreal  South 
residents  will  not  want  to  pay  part  of 
the  town's  debts  of  the  other  three 
towns  if  their's  is  much  smaller. 

"St.  Lambert  has  a  big  debt  and  it 
It  not  considered  likely  that  Longue- 
uil  will  like  to  have  their  debt  in- 
creased by  taking  on  part  of  St.  Lam- 
berfs.  A  scheme  of  proportion  will 
probably  be  worked  out. 

In  conjunction  with  the  proposition 
a  table  has  been  submittcid  showing 
that  the  combimd  populr.Jon  of  the 
four  towns  is  12.559  people;  the  num- 
ber of  taxpayers  is  o,22!,  and  the  to- 
tal property  valuation  is  $11, 69.5. 279. 
"The  town  union  scheme  provides 
for  four  districts;  St.  Lambert,  Lon- 
rueuil.  Greenfield  Park  and  Montreal 
South.  St.  Lambert  and  Longueuil 
have  three  wards  each  with  two  aldf  r- 
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-  ;nen  from  each  ward,  while  C.ieenficl  i 
Park  and  Montreil  South  have  one 
ward  each  with  two  aldermen  froti 
each  ward.  This  makes  a  council  of 
16  aldermen  .\  mayor  is  to  be  oUct- 
cd  at  large,  so  »hat  the  numerical 
composition  of  the  '^•ouncil  would  be 
seventeen. 

"The  whole  scheme  falls  to  the 
ground  if  the  (Jovernment  fall  to  pass 
the  rc<iuired  Federal  Act.  creating  the 
Free   Port." 


"La  Presse"  says:  "Longueuil.  St. 
Lambert.  Montreal  South  and  Green- 
field Park  appear  ready  to  unite  in 
forminR  one  large  city,  if  the  Domin- 
ion Government  consents  to  estab- 
lish a  Free  Port  within  their  limits. 
Each  atd  every  one  of  these  munici- 
palities on  the  South  Shore  would 
benefit  by  the  realization  of  the  pro- 
ject." 

"La  Patrie"  says:  "A  Great  Port. 
In  the  hope  of  having  a  Free  Oceanic 
Port  upon  the  South  Shore,  the  Town 
Council  o.  St.  Lambert  at  its  meeting 
last  evening,  passed  unanimously  a 
resolution  in  favor  of  the  union  of  the 
lour  towns  of  the  South  Shore— St. 
Lambert,  Longueuil,  Montreal  South 
and  Greenfield  Park.  This  union  of 
the  four  towns  not  to  take  place  un- 
til after  a  Federal  Statute  has  been 
,  )tained  creating  a  Free  Port  on  the 
South  Shore.  The  Council  of  Lon- 
;;ueuil  has  already  studied  this  ques- 
tion and  has  referred  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  consideration.  The  Coun- 
cils of  Montreal  South  and  Greenfield 
Park  will  discuss  this  question  the 
:irst  on  Thursday  next,  and  the  sec- 
ond on   Thursday  week  " 

"Le    Canada"    says;    "The    initiaiive 


ufi  ST.    I.AMIiKUT   TOWN    (  uCNClL 

tukfii    l.y   tU.'   Town   n(     St     L;iiiil)i-tt,  svilli    wli.irvf.,   lo   rt'ifivc   tlu'  vessel^: 

whuh   launcli"^   Hi-   iil-a  of  .'staUlisli     ihc    prmcipal    railways   of    Canada  ra- 

in-j;   a    Kr,-i-    I'ort    on    lln-    South   Slioi.-    ilial.-  an)un<l   Montreal  as  also  the  in- 

ol   the  St.   l.awreuee.  pills  hack   as  an    t.-rior   navit;atinn    lines. 

esi.ualitv    the   (luestion   of   estal.lishini,'        ••Montreal.  Ilterefore.  has  all  that  i.-J 

a    Fr.e    I'ort    at    the    h-ail   of    .\tlanlir    i;e.  ile,!  to  l.ei-onu-  a   Tree  Port  i.ntl  the 

n^viu-alion  'fn-an.    of    all    those    who    see    the    Is- 

1     ,     1    .     lanii    of    Montreal    iiovered    with    ha'.)i- 
•This    (lueslion    was    somewhat    il.s-    ''"i"  .iin...tai 

1  .■<.,..    ,...r.    -i.r,,     vvlieii    the    tations      and      manufacturers      would 

cusseu     a     tew    \eiirs   aso.    ^\  u' n    i"*- 

,i,„„    ,„■    ,„„bi.ion    of      the      Montreal    «PC-edily    become    a    reality    if    it    were 
trade    seemed    to    he    th,.    >nal>i.'.^    "f    ^l'"'"''-''   "'  "'^^>^''  "   ''  ^'''"'  '""■' 
Montreal   a    Fre,.    I'ort,  that    ..   to   .-ay        -Kvidently    this    is    one    of    tho    pro- 

.    ,  ...     ,.),.,,.,;, I  i,v  itin    je'ts    the    realization    of  whieh      must 

without  dues  or  l-'f-  to  be  paid  ii>   mo    j 

I,.,  put  oft  till  the  war  is  over;  but  the 
vessels   eominK   in  ' 

prtliiniiiary    surveys    eould    be    under- 
■■  Tort    fraiic^    and    'Port    libre     are  .  ,.       ,  if  »,..,i 

,,     .    taken  immediately  .  It  we  nJd 

two    distinet    thini^s;    lierause    .i    'l  ort 


fraue'  eaii  never  b.^  a  •I'ort  lilire.' 
and  vice  versa.  .\  •port  franc'  Ls  a  port 
where  all  importations  would  be  con- 
stdered  in  bond  and  on  which  (iuties 
would   be  paiil   when   'aken   ou' 

'•But  it  seems  to  us  tlia;  if  the 
Canadian  Government  were  to  dcciile 
-  who  knows?  to  establish  a  Free 
Tort  in  Canada,  the  Island  of  Mont- 
real is  the  idea!  spot  for  this,  inas- 
much as  its  belt  of  river  would  render 
the  collection  of  dues  much  easier 
than   anywhere   else. 

Moreover,  the  raison  d'etre  of  the 
Free  Port  is  to  brini:  to  industries  Hie 
raw    materials    and      tlie      partly   man 


at  Ottawa  a  C.overiiment  which  pre- 
occu|)ied  itself  with  our  industries, 
and  in  t|ie  cabinet  influential  repre- 
sentatives of  Montreal  and  of  tl'.e  Pro- 
vince." 

«-»-♦ 

ST.   LAMBERT   TOWN    COUNCIL 

.Klderman  Deschenes  proposed  the 
resolution  of  which  he  had  given  no- 
tice. regariliiiK  the  amalKar.ation  of 
the  four  towns  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
tainins  a  Free  Port  on  the  South 
Shore  Th>'  resolutioti.  which  was  un- 
ai'.imou.-ly  adopted,  reads  aa  follows: 
Basis  of  Union. 


■Whereas  the  towns  of  SL  LanVoert. 
ufaciured  and  on  which  dues  are  paid  i.„nKUeiiil.  Greenfield  Park  and  Mont- 
on  the  iniporteil  material  only  and  ,.,,,,]  south  are  to  apply  to  the  federal 
not    en   tlie    value   adilel      o'.i     t)y    tho    ij.iverntiu.'nt  in  older  to  have  a  federal 


manufacturing  proc-ss. 

Now.  we  liavi\  in  Montreal,  the  es- 
taidisiuuenis  all  reiidy  for  this  li'ans- 
torniatioii  of  r.iw  material  into  the 
mamifacm!"  i  \>v-'AU-'  (or  con-uiii|' 
lien. 

■We      Ua\e      miles      ami      noies    o! 


law  passed  for  the  establishing  of  a 
fre..  i),ir;  on  tho  South  Shore  from  St. 
1. amber"  to  l,,inL'ueuil.  for  the  impor- 
t.Uion  a:'J  exportation  in  and  outside 
of  the  Dominion  of  Canaila.  and  if 
such    1..W    is    passed    it    shall   be    very 

Uipol ;  "   '     " 


wh.lr^es   autl  sores   ready    to   be   lined    the   union   plan    for  the     four     above- 


ST.     LAMiliOKT 


Piiin.Ml  touii.-..  Id  tlirir  srt'.U  funirt; 
atlvantaKi'  ■"iil  h.'ii.'t'il,  iiihl  In  lUJluiKi" 
tlioir  niunic-iiKil  iilfuirs  in  coiiitiiou  ii;i 
tilt;  principal   lollnwin;^  bii-'i^: 

"1st.  Thf  tDwns  of  SI.  I.anibt'rl. 
LonKumiil.  Cncnfiold  Park  ami  MdiU- 
rcr.l  Sonth  shall  form  a  iiiunicipalil.v 
uiidor   till.'   iiaiin'  of  ; 

•■2n(l.-lis  liniit^^  >liall  111'  ilii'  liniitri 
of   the  aboveinontioni',1    four   towns; 

•■;;rd.— It  shall  hi-  itiviiled  into  four 
wards:  St.  Lainbf^rt,  '.onsufuil.  Crnen- 
field    Park   and   Moiiiroal    So-.uli; 

•■4th.— St.  LanilxMt  and  l.ouKueml 
will  have  threo  wards,  rach  with  two 
uidernien  from  earh  wanl.  Croentielil 
Park  and  Montreal  South  one  ward 
each,  with  two  aldermen  for  each 
/ard.  one  aldernian  per  ward  to  he 
elected  every  year; 

'•5th.— The  Mayor  shall  ho  elected 
by  the  whole  electors  of  the  city; 

"Gth.— A  central  City  Hall  shall  he 
built  in  or  about  the  central  pan  of 
the  city; 

7 — There  shall  be  a  fire  station  and 
police  station  in  each  above  ward. 
8— The  four  above  Towns  will  con- 
tinue to  manage  their  Municipal 
affciirs  separately  according  to 
thfir  Charter  till  the  first  of  May. 

ior.>; 

9— At  the  first  Council  Mectint;  of 
May.,  litis,  the  above  four  Coun- 
cils shall  elect  two  delegates  to 
prepare  in  common  a  Charter  for 
the  new  (  ity  to  be  .submitted  and 
adopted  by  the  Quebec  Legislature 
at  the  first  following  session. 
If   the  above   free   port   law   Is   not 

passed    by    Uio    Federal    Government. 

the  present   Resolution  wili  bn  null." 
Alderman  Deschenes  then  proposed 


TOWN    corNClL  -' 

"Thar    tlie   Secretary  Tre.isuror   be  In- 


...tni.  •  •!  to  cominunirat"-  the  above  to 
f.u;  I  ^iiiicils  of  Longu-v.iil.  (Ireenfield 
Pari;  and  .Nlontreal  South  asking 
them  to  ^ivL•  'h''ir  approb.uion  to 
such  a  move  in  onl.T  to  joi'itly  and 
strongly  impress  the  I'ed.-ral  Govern- 
111. Ml  to  pass  a  law  for  the  establish- 
ii;g  of  a  Free  Port  on  the  South  Shore. 
Tl  1  tlie  resolution  bi-ing  adopted 
shall  only  engage  the  four  Councils  to 
rifer  the  (iuesti<jn  to  unite  by  a  Uefer- 
eiiiluiu  to  the  electors  to  unite  in  a 
plan  to  protect  the  interests  and  the 
welfare  of  t'-->   --lid  tour  Towns." 

Alderman  Pniidergast  seconded 
the  motion  with  a  view  to  strongly 
impressing  the  Federal  Government 
with  the  importance  of  the  project  and 
also  to  bring  the  matt-r  before  the 
electors. 

Alderman  Gordon  said  Ihl-t  seemed 
to  be  a  pretty  large  undertaking.  He 
was  (juite  in  favor  of  a  Free  Fort  on 
the  South  Shore,  but  there  wrJ  a  lot 
ot  considering  to  be  done. 

Alderman  Milligan  said  if  the  mo- 
tion were  changed  to  a  rcsoluttion  In 
favor  of  a  Free  Port  he  would  be  in 
tuvor  of   it. 

Alderman  D.  chenea  said  his  mo- 
tion wa.s  intended  to  bring  the  mat- 
ter detin.tely  before  the  public.  Tho 
first  resolution  is  only  in  the  form 
ol  a  notice  of  motion,  and  1  will  make 
that  motion.  If  the  Council  ot  St. 
Lambert  is  not  prepan-i  to  support 
tins  motion  the  proji'Ct  had  better 
1,.-  put  in  the  bask.  .  and  it  'vould  ba 
just  as  well  if  Mr.  Ualby  and  the  paper 
were   to   say   no  luore  aliout   it. 

Alderman  Pn  ndorgasi  ro-jld  see  no 
cbjection    to    passing    liie    luoiiou    to- 
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liiplit.  He  <li(i  not  tlniik  the  Town 
Cniincil  of  rft.  LanibtTl  shoiilil  be  lack- 
\\a!cl  ill  '.l\r  nialtcr.  il  was  time  for 
tl.eiii  to  balk  up  tin-  I'ne  I'urt  idea 
I  y  a  nsolulion.  The  arKuni-lit  has 
lieen  usi'd  in  a  imlilic  nieeiinK  held 
here  tlial  if  Moi  Ireal  South  wanted 
v.ater  il  should  be  annexed,  lar  from 
being  against  .nuii'xatidii,  th»'  in.'ple 
(.r  .Montr(.'al  So\itli  were  all  in  i.-nr 
01   it. 

Ald'-ruian  D.'silienfK  said  he  had 
met  two  of  the  Mayors  of  nrarby 
niunieii)alities,  and  he  had  asked  if 
tlu-ir  Couneils  would  favor  such  a 
resolution  as  he  had  proposed  and 
they  said  they  would  wait  lor  St. 
Lambert  to  pass  the  resolution  first. 
They  did  not  want  Longueuil  to  take 
the  first  step. 

Alderman  Mililgan  said  he  was  very 
niueh  in  favor  of  a  Free  Fort  and  had 
no  hesitation  in  supporting  Alderman 
Deseheue'8  resolution.  He  was  abso- 
lutely in  favor  of  a  Free  Port. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanl- 
n:;ously. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Rainville,  M.P.,  Enthusiastic 
for  Free  Port. 
Mr.  J.  H.  Hainville.  M.P..  said  he 
wanted  to  congratulate  the  Council 
of  St.  Lambert  upon  the  step  they  had 
taken  with  regard  to  the  artieles 
written  in  our  local  paper  about  a 
Free  Port.  The  City  of  Montreal  may 
not  have  a  vacant  place  for  a  Free 
Port  unless  they  go  far  beyond  the 
town.  We  have  a  lot  <if  land  on  ihid 
side  of  the  river  available  for  a  Free 
Port  area.  We  have  the  water.  We 
are  reaJy  They  had  all  read  with 
great  interest  the  articles  written  by 
Mr.   Dalby.     He    (Mr.   Hainville)    had 
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sent  copies  of  them  all  to  the  Prima 
Minister  and  had  notified  Sir  Robert 
Lord.n  of  hia  intention  to  bring  the 
matter  up  in   Parliament.     Many   peo- 
ple say  that  after  the  war  will  come 
Canada's    time    for    business    develop- 
ment.    The    Free    Port   would     b'.'     a 
granil  thing  for  Canada.     It   has  done 
well    for   Germany    at    Hamburg    and 
will  do  well  for  France  at   .Marseilles. 
It  may  seem  strange  to  have  to  go  to 
Germany  lor  an  idea  likf  this;  but  the 
e.\i).rience  of  Hamburg  had  been  most 
iniiiressive.     The   result     of     making 
Hamburg  chiefly  a  Free  Port  had  been 
to  bring  immense  quantities  of  goods 
to   be   stored    and   manufactured   in   a 
protected   country.     The   South   Shore 
would    be    the    bonded    warehouse    of 
Canada.     He  congratulated  the  Coun- 
cil   of  St.    Lambert.      Its    action    does 
not   bind  the  Town  any   more  than   it 
does  the  other  towns.     Mr.  Ualby  had 
been  referring  to  him  as  a  man  who 
was  not  afraid  of  a  new  idea  and  he 
was  glad  that  the  Council  was  of  the 
same  turn  of  mind.     He  hoped   they 
would     study    this     project    carefully 
and  he  was  sure  they  would  be  favor- 
ably disposed  to  it.    They  might  rest 
assured  that  any  work  outside  of  the 
organization   itself   that   might   be  ne- 
cessary and   that   he  could   do  would 
not  be  laid  aside  by   him.     (Cheers.) 


<  «  » 


FREE      PORT      MOVEMENT     GOINS 
AHEAD. 

(From   the    "Sotith    Shore   Press." 
June  2;J.   191fi.) 


Great  public  interest  is  being  mani- 
fested in  the  Free  Port.  We  have  yet 
to  see  a  single  man  who  is  opposed 


v^ 


THK   FRKK   I'OIIT   MOV 
t(.   the  i.rojoi!,   when  ho  understands 
it       .Ma<Tiiuiii    DcsihfncH    has     Riven 
notice  of  a  motion  in  thf  St.  Lambert 
Town   Council   to   brinK     about     tho 
amalKaination    of    St.    Lambert.    I^n- 
^ueuil.  Montreal  South  anil  Greenfield 
I'ark   into  one  big   South   Sliorc   city, 
which   will  apply  to  the   Federal  Gov- 
ernment   to    create    it    a    Free    Port. 
Every    member   of   the     St.    Lambert 
(  ouncil  has  declared  himself  in  favor 
01  a  Free   Port   and   it  is  understood 
that  tho  action  has  been  talten   with 
the  approval  of  the  municipal  authoi- 
ties   of   the   other   three   towns.     The 


incorporation  of   the  new   city  would 
t;ettle   a   number  of   important   South 
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Shore  problems  and  woulil  add  greatly 
to    the    prestiRe   of    the    South    Shore. 
Mr.    Hainville.    Ml' .   who     made     an 
enthusiastic   speeh   at   the  Council   in 
favor  of  the  project,  declares  that  it 
would  be  a  grand  thing  not  only  for 
the  district  but  for  the  whole  of  Can- 
ada.   He  h-'s  sent  copies  of  the  Souih 
^hore   Press   articles   to    tlie   Federal 
Priruc    Minister,    asliinn    for    Sir    Ro- 
bert's favorable  onsideralion  and  noti- 
fying  him  of   his    intention   to    bring 
the  matter  up  in  Parliament.     Proper- 
ly   managed      the      project    would    in- 
volve   no   expenditure    of    money    be- 
yong  a  few   insit-'nificant   expenses  of 
preliminary  investigations  and  organ- 
ization. 


The  Poll  and  the  Ilail)<)r  of  Monacal 

A  CHAPTER  OF  DEFINITIONS -THE  PORT  IS  THE  HARBOR  AND  THE 
HARBOR  IS  THE  PORT,  BUT  THE  TWO  ARE  NOT  ONE.-UNDER 
ABSOLUTE    SEPARATE    JURISDICTION    AND    CONTROL. 


Ill  ciiiiiiiion  us.i«'-  till'  lfriii>.  "I'lirt 
of  .Montreal"  ami  ■■llart)i)r  <>f  .M"nt- 
r.-al'  an-  r«'i;arilt'>l  as  |)ia(ti<  ally  syti- 
i.nvininis  I'l-  at  1'ms!  ciiiivtM-t jlil''  \-< 
a  iiial(>'r  nf  fact  thny  arc  ulixoliifly 
dismtt  atMl  .scparat.'.  The  I'ort  «'t 
Moiilr.-a!  is  uii;l<T  tlio  jurisdiction  of 
tli>'  Miiiistfr  of  Marine  and  Kislieries; 
ttie  Harbor  of  Montreal  is  under  the 
ju'i-.diition  and  control  ot  the  Harbor 
(•r)niniissioners.  The  confusion  in  the 
public  mind  may  have  arisen  from  the 
tact  thai  both  terms  are  applied  by 
those  of  us  who  make  any  distinction 
in  a  .sense  different  to  that  of  ordin- 
ary   usage   elsewhere. 

The  "Encyclopedia  Unttanica"  tliu3 
aetinea  Commercial  Harbor:  •■Com- 
mercial Harbors  have  to  be  provided 
for  tliK  formation  of  ports  within 
their  shelter  en  important  ti  i-le 
routes,  or  for  the  p.-Qtection  of  the 
approaches  from  the  sea,  of  ports 
near  the  sea-coast,  or  maritime  wa- 
erways  running  inland,  in  some  cases 
at  points  on  the  coast  devoid  of  all 
natural   slultfr." 

The  same  excellent  ;nitbority  de- 
fine-, a  'I'orf  as  a  place  to  whicli 
ships  may  resort  for  tlie  unloa<iiiiK  or 
taking  in  of  tartio.  or  *';)r  shelter;  a 
harbor,  also  a  town  possessing  such 
-  hitrV.iir'  :i  ^.eanort  or  se^ijiiirt  rown. 
especially  one  where  custom  house  ot- 
ticers  are  stationed."    The  alternative 


use  of  the  words  •■harl)or"  and  "port" 
and  thi-  fact  that  "port"  is  clenveil 
from  (he  Latin  "portus"  liarbor;  help 
to  .xplain  th.'  confusion  in  tlie  public 
mind  and  usage. 

Clearly,  iiowever,  a  port,  properly 
speakinu'.  is  a  place  within  a  harbor, 
tor  the  use  of  ships  in  loadiqi;  and 
unloading.  The  usage  in  Montreal 
with  the  sanction  of  law  is  precisely 
the  contr:  y,  a  harbor  is  a  Pia<--e 
within  a  port  with  facilities  for  load- 
ing and  unloading  ships. 

-Section  r-  of  the  Montreal  liarbor 
Commissioners'  Act  of  1894.  as  amend- 
ed    In    r.*0'.».    reads: 

'•Port  of  Montreal  Defined 
"5.  The  port  of  Montreal  shall  be 
held  to  comprise  all  that  part  of  the 
river  St.  Lawrence  which  extends 
from  the  basin  ot  Portneuf.  exclusive- 
ly, in  the  county  of  Hortneuf,  to  a 
line  bearing  N.  fi.">  K.  astronomically 
trom  the  easterly  end  of  the  division 
line  between  the  lota  known  respec- 
tively as  numbers  32'2tit:-  and  ;!26V  of 
the  Official  Plan  and  Book  of  Hefer- 
ence  of  the  Parish  of  Montreal,  to  tlft 
east  shore  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
and  shall  include  such  parts  of  the 
tnijutaries  falling  into  the  said  part 
of  tlie  river  St.  I^awrence  as  aie  navi- 
gable  for  sea  going  vessels;  but  shall 
not  include  the  harbor  of  Montreal, 
as    defined    by    section   <">   of   this   -Vet. 


V 


Tin:    I'OKT    AM'   Till 
nor   Ihp   hiirbi.ur  of   "^lir'--   Kiv.Ts. 

■•.'  The  port  of  Monlri-al.  as  (Iffiiifd 
by  BUbsection  1  of  tliis  s.-.tion,  shall 
be  under  the  jurt»dutiun  and  control 
of  the  Minister  of  Marine  and  Fish 
«-nes." 

"6.  For  the  p-irposes  of  this  Act  the 
harbor  of  Montreal  shall  be  bounded 
as   follows;    - 

■•(a)   On   the   western   or   city   side, 
to  a  point  opposite  the  church  of  the 
parish  of  Ixjnguc  Pointe  the  boundary 
shall    continue    to    be    as    establishea 
Dy    tne    provisions    of    section     5    t" 
chapted  14.'!  of  the  statutes  of  1855  of 
the  late   province  of  fanada.  and  as 
extended  by  the  provisions  of  section 
5  of  chapter  til  of  the  statutes  of  187;'.. 
which  said   provisions   are   set    out   in 
schedule    two    to    this    Act    and    shall 
be    construed    with    retcrence   to    the 
circumstances  existing  when  the  said 
two    Acts    were     respectively   passed. 
.Nortneriy    iroiu    the    said    point    tne 
said  harbor  is  extended,  and  the  said 
boundary    line    shall    continue    to    tue 
extreme   northern    end    of    the    Islana 
of    Montre.il,   following    the   river   St. 
i^awrence    along  the    present    line   ot 
nigh   water   mark,   and    including   the 
beach   thereof. 

"(b)  The  .soi'thern  boundary  shall 
be  a  line  bearing  N.  6o  •  K,  astrono- 
luictaU.y  from  'he  easterly  end  of  the 
division  line  between  the  lots  known 
respectively  as  numbers  326r.  and 
326T  of  the  Official  I'lan  and  Hook 
of  Reference  of  the  parish  of  Mont- 
real to  aa  interesectlon  with  the  east- 
ern boundary. 

"(c.  The  eastern  boundary  shall  be 
from  the   interesectlon  of   the   sou.h- 

.^_    1 >»...  n.itV.   fho   nrfisflit  line  of 

high  water  mark  on  the  east  shore  of 


•■,  HAltnoK   CF   MONTItKAl,  -'^ 

the  river  St.  Uiwr.^nce  along  the  said 
line  of  high  water  mark  and  Including 
the  beach  thereof.,  to  the  intersection 
with  the  northern  boundary. 

"(d)  The  northern  boundary  shall 
be  a  line  running  from  the  said  ev 
treme  northern  end  of  the  Island  of 
Montreal  at  Hout  de  Tlsle  and  bear- 
ing due  east  astronomically  and  con- 
tinuing across  the  river  St.  Lawrence 
to  the  interesectlon  with  the  southern 
boundary. 

"2.    Within    the    rights   of    the   said 
harbor  the  corporation  shall  have  no 
right  in  or  jurisdiction  over  the  main 
bhip  channel  of  the  river  St    Lawrence 
nor  over   any   island,   beach   or   terri- 
tory,  whether  covered    with   water  or 
not.  which  has  heretofore  been  grant- 
ed, alienated  or  leased  by  the  t'rown: 
I'rovided    thai      it     any   such     island. 
Iieach    or    other    territory    reverts    ttt 
the    Crown    for   any    reason      whatso- 
ever  it    shall   therebv    b"iome    vested 
in   and    subject   to   tlie   jurisdiction   of 
the  commissioners  to  the  same  extent 
as  the  other  portions  of  the  harluir. 

••:;  Tue  Governor  in  (Liuiuil  may, 
for  the  purposes  of  this  section,  de- 
fine the  extent  and  limits  oi  the  main 
thip  channel." 

A   section  of  the   Act   of     I'.'Oi)     in>- 
proves   Section   7   of  the   Act   of   1894, 
wliich    read:—    "The      commissioners 
may  erect  land  marks  to  indicate  the 
said  boundaries  of  the  port  of  Mont- 
real  and   of  the   hai-'or  of   Mon'real. 
which    land    marks    shall    be   hold    to 
determine    'he    said    boundaries."    by 
striking  out  the   words,   "of  the  port 
ot   Montreal   and."     There      was     no 
doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  framers  of 
the   Act   about   the   separate   jurisdic- 
tions and  boundaries  of  the  port  and 


Iluit    iti'-v   «ot    till'   naiiifs    thi-  Siiulh  Shore  frvf  I'ort  from  Mont 

i-al  down  to  I'orttifur      Aiiil  »»  would 


:;.;  TIIK    I'OUT    ,\NI>   THK  llAltliUU    tlK    MONTKKAL 

tlir«    hiirbor    r('s|)<!(liv»'ly        Ttu'    only    prot);il)ly    draw    thi*   lin.,-   iit    "'Xlendlng 
Iroulil 

liiixiil  up  and  called  tlir  port   Ihi'  har- 
bor anil   tlio  "harbor"   llu>   "port."  I 

Till-  A(t  proyldfs  that  Ih.^  Harbor 
of  Montreal  «hall  be  vested  in  the 
"corporation."  that  Is  to  say.  Ih.-  com- 
niissloners;  and  ^liall  be  under  its 
Jurlsclictloli.  contrid.  and  inanaKe- 
mint   for  the   purposes  id'  ihe   .\ci. 

To  avoid  further  contusion  I  shall 
have,   of   courbf,   to   adop'   the   phrase- 

of   I'arliainent   and   as.-.ume   that     The    urea!    iiiajo 


olotiv 


the    I'ort 


Some  idea  of  the  possibilities  of 
Mont  re .il  a.s  a  way  station  on  Ihe 
Kreal  water  route  from  the  .Mlantb" 
to  the  We-stern  hall  of  the  continent, 
may  lie  Ruthered  from  a  Kli*"<'t!  at  the 
port    .statistics  of   the   last   ten    years. 

from  the  .Maritime   Provinces  came 

".si   vesstds  with  a  tonnuKe  ol   .■■■'.<2.;!!>.H. 

joiity    wa.s    mad.'   up   of 

ith 


ot     .Montreal    extends    from    li;..'..')T   vessels   from    Inland    ports   w 


I'ortneul   to   .Montreal,  but   not   iiiclud-    a    tonnage   of   :',M^'>.\'i. 
inn  tlie  Harbor  of  Montreal  and  Threi 

Which    is    which,   and    wliicli    cd    to    i;!,141    vessels    with    a    tonnage 


In  I'.'lt  the  ^ranit  total  had  itUTPas- 


Uivci 

is  t'other  is  not  a  matter  of  much  con- 
seipience    piovided    we      all      a^rer    iu 
our  applications   of   the   terms 
is  important  to  avoid  the  error  of  re 
,,irdin>;    them    as    convertible    terni.s 


of  'J.044.4.'i7  Hut  of  those  only  fi.'! 
vessels  with  a  tonnaR.'  of  L'.U'!9.13H 
but  it  came  across  the  .\tlantic;  JOfi  with  a 
tonnage  of  TUi,:;s.->  were  froiu  the 
Maritime    I'rovlnco.s;    and   I2::ii:>   with 


and  for  all  1  know  I  may  liave  fallen  a  tonnage  of  t;.L',SS.fi:',t)  came  from  In- 
into  that  error  mys.-lt.  It  is  difficult  land.  In  that  year  towanis  the  close 
to  avoiil  mixing  things  up  when  Parli-    of    navii;ation      came      th(!    war.    and 

there    wa.s   a    considerable    fallint;    off 


The  best   way 
to  avoiil  mistakes  i 
ample  of  the  small  boy  who  expressed 


amen-    leads  tlie   way. 

is  to  lollow  the  ex-    in   Ihe   business  of  the   I'ort. 

In   r.tOi;  the  total  immber  of  vessels 

i;i,:!7T,  with 

•It   is    so.    if    motlii-r    says    it    ;^  tonnage  of  !-,.0(;H.:;'jr..     Of  thi'so  only 

4:;;i   with   a  tonnage  of   1.3S0.S3.')   were 


Ills  f.iith  in  his  mother's  inerrancy  by    arriving  in   Montreal  was 


saymi;. 

Is    so     even    if    it    ain't    so.' 

liut    the    Minister   of   Customs   will    trans-.\tlantic. 


poll  of  Montreal 


THE  BEST  EXAMPLE  OF  MODERN  SEAPORT  ORGANIZATION-WON- 
DERFUL DEVELOPMENT  OF  THE  LAST  TWENTY  YEARS  -  A 
SPLENDID     FINANCIAL    RECORD. 


Tlio  .-t.  l.awr<!nce  syhieiu  of  navlKsi- 
tlon   l3   ('nn   of   the   wonders     of     'li« 
world;    wonderful    not  only   for   w  .u 
nature  has  douf  by  providing  a  ina;.'- 
nlflcent  waterway  half  across  the  ron- 
llnent.    but   for    ^•.lnt    man   has  done 
in   improving   this   great     avenue     of 
commerce.     The    sysiiiuatic   develop- 
ment of  St.  Lawrenc-  Navigation  and 
of  the  Harbor  of  Montreal  dates  from 
the  early  part  of  tlie  nineteenth  cen- 
tury.       M.   de   Uaspe.   describing     hla 
first  voyaKe  from  Queb.  c  to  Moutrual. 
says:     "It  was  In  October  of  181S.  at 
e'.even   o'clocl<    in    the   evening,    when 
the  "Calelonia."  In  which  1  had  taken 
passage,  left  the  gu'<en's  wharf.     Be- 
tween seven  and  eight  o'clocli  on  the 
lollowing  morning,  my  companion,  the 
late  Robert  Christie,  opened  tlie   win- 
dows of  his  stateroom  and  called  out, 
•we  are  going  famously,'     We  were  re- 
ally progressing  well  for  we  were  op- 
posite Point  aux-Treuibles:  indeed,  by 
u  .strong   wind   we   had     made     seven 
leagues    in    nine    hours.      We    arrived 
at  tlie  foot  of  the  current  below  Mont- 
treal  on  the  third  day,  congratulating 
ourselves  on  the  rapidity  of  steamer 
trips,    nor  did    we   feel    humiliated    in 
the  absence  of  favorable  winds,  which 
did   not   last   more   than     twenty-four 
hours  to  have  recourse  to  the  united 
strength  of  forty-two  oxen  to  assist  us 
in  ascending  the  current.' 


In  "Hochi-laga  Oepicta."  we  road: 
•Tiirnierly  much  lime  wu.s  lost  by 
\essels  from  sea,  and  it  was  no  un- 
usual thing  for  them  to  be  detained 
for  weelis  at  the  foot  of  the  current 
of  St.  Mary,  by  the  want  of  a  favor- 
able wind  to  bring  tliem  up  to  Iha 
town." 

For  more  than  a  liundred  years  that 
current  has  been  a  great  barrier  at 
the  entrance  to  the  Harbor  of  Mont- 
real, and  only  now  is  it  being  modi- 
fied  to  nialie  the  entrance  to  the  port 
easy  and  safe. 

Kven  at  the  early  period  I  have 
mentioned  there  were  men  in  Mont- 
real who  were  not  afraid  of  a  new 
idea;  an<l.  as  now.  there  was  a  con- 
siuerable  number  who  were  so  friglit- 
ened  of  a  new  idea,  that  If  they  met 
one  in  the  streets  of  Montreal,  they 
at  once  took  to  the  tall  timber  an4 
stayed  there  until  the  danger  was 
over. 

Fortunately,  Montreal,  lilic  the  rest 
of  the  world  is,  and  has  been,  domin- 
ated— in  everything  except  civic  poli- 
tics—by its  great  men;  its  n>en  of 
big  Ideas;  and  for  whom  a  new  Idea 
has  no  terrors.  It  is  due  to  them  that 
as  Mr.  f'alvin  Tomkins,  Commissioner 
of  Docks  and  Ferries  of  the  Port  of 
New  York  says:  "I  believe,  at  the 
present    time,    while    suffering      from 

tile  di:>au  V  tintagc  r*r   ICC  c;:;oLruci.:'u:i  ::: 


;.,  Thi;  iDiri"  OK  .\ii)Min:\i. 

till  wint.r.  Miiiiir.'.il  nl■v«•llll••l<•^>^^  iif 
li.rdv  lln-  t)'--!  vX.illM'l''  "f  IiKxIrril  st'J- 
Ijiirt    orKnnlz;il>i>ii  " 

„;<,.    Ill    th-        .i.n.ali.iii       The    <i>iii- 
luiwHiotifrN  1..1V  BP'iit  ub(>ul  »:':..ooo.- 
(K)0  us  til'    tiust.'CH  i.f   the   Dominion 
(..overnnn'iii   in  Hi-'  l"«t  twonly  ytara 
■i    provldinK    hail.or      facUltU-H;      but 
very    dollar   of    tlu'    int.Ti-st    on    this 
puiu   has    l)f<-n    pulil   proiuptly   out  of 
tht-     .•arnliiKs     of     i!i-     port.       The 
enterprise    of    Hi''    »liiI'l'inK    and    rail- 
way   lntere!<ts.   t>f    Importers    and    <x 
porters   have   all   been    ornantzed    into 
a  united  .'ffort  for  a  coinnion  jiurpose. 
The    reallv    hij?   development   of    the 
I'ort  of  Montreal  Ix'Kan  when  li  ceas- 
ed   to   he  managed   hy    the   old    Hoard 
of    llarhor    Comniissioners.    the    eftl- 
eiency   of    which   was    in   Inverse   pro- 
portion to  its  rumerical  strength.    U 
was    really   a    dehatini;    society    which 
eounted  for  a  (?ood  deal  in  the  census 
and    lor    precious    Utile    in      anvihing 
else       When    it    was    not    niL-aKed    in 
s.iuahhllnj;    it     was      either    •■polntini,' 
with  pri.le.-  or  -viewing'  with  alarm," 
and  that  is  ahout  all  there  was  to  it. 
The  n.'W   Hoard  of  three  commission- 
ers was  appointed  under  an  Act  pass- 
(il  in  Jun<\  I'.'Ofi. 

There  never  was  a  time  when  the 
Montrea;  Harbor  Hoard  proposed  to 
Hpend  ?i:5,000,000  on  harbor  improve- 
nipnts.  Like  sensible  men  do  in  such 
-matters,  they  broke  it  gently  to  Pai- 
liauicnt. 

When  Sir  Charles  Tupper  as  Minis- 
ter of  Railways  was  asking  lor  a  fur- 

.^  __    ;    ..  _    „    ''"^.l    p.fitlleiu'^^t    ^^ 

aid  of  the  Canadian  Pacific,  Edward 
make  protested,  "Hut  1  thought  when 


we   made  the   labl  Krant,  that   wa»  to 
lie  a  final  Hettlenieut."      •Ves,  I  know," 
said  Sir  I  hurles,  calmly,  *  Uut  thin  U 
to   he  a  finally  final  iietllement."'     Fi- 
nally  final  bettlementB.  In   connection 
with    great   national   unterprUtH,   are, 
lortunuiely,  rare.    The  great  huslneM 
enterprme    that   ceases    to    need   new 
capital.   Is   on   the   down   grade.     Sir 
Charles   has   been   Ju»ll(lea      by     Iho 
phenomenal  success  ot  the  C.I'  K.  The 
Harbor     CommiHsloners     have      been 
justified   in   their   policy   for   the   last 
ten  years  by  the  financial  success  of 
the  truHt  committed  to  them,  no  less 
than  by  its  benefh  lal  Influence  upon 
the  commerce  of  the  Dominion. 

In  IS'JtJ  the  old  Hoard  had  obtained 
;•.  grant  of  $2.i>oo,OUO  to  complete  the 
works  in  progress  and  to  construct 
■any  further  works  required  In  the 
Harbor  of  Montreal,"  and  incidentally 
to  repay  the  government  certain  loans 
and  advances. 

Hut  |i;,ouo.Oi)0  naturally  did  not  go 
far  in  constructing  further  works  re- 
(luired,  and  in  1898  the  Commissioners 
Kut  another  ?2,u00,000  to  complete 
works  in  progre  s  and  construct  still 
further  works  reiiuired. 

In  1901  they  took  another  million 
iind  in  l'J03  they  made  up  for  the  re- 
duction and  kept  up  the  average  by 
getting   f;!,000,000. 

The  new  Hoard  began  modestly  in 
VMH\  with  IliaO.OOO,  but  by  April.  l'J07, 
they  had  recovered  from  their  bashful- 
ness  sufficiently   to  ask   for  and   get 

,.^,OI10,000. 

Then  they  took  a  rest  from  bor- 
rowing until  ISIO,  when  they  got  busy 
and  took  $6,000,000.  In  1S12  they  got 
$6,000,000  to  pay  off  some  debentures 
and  complete     the     construction     of 


TlIK    I'OltT   »)K    MONTHKAh  ^' 

turminal  faclUtle.  and  to  make  .-e  ItH  revfnu.'«  from  shipping  Juc*  ..f  on.- 
coiupl«tlon  coiupletel/  complete  la  kind  and  auull.-r.  wharfag..  r«nUU 
1S14,  Ihey  were  voted  another  $9,000.-    and  Klevntoru 

Till'   df   enture   debt   of   thf    Harbor 

Never   wab   money    bettor   spent   ta    on    Dc.  .-mb.-r    ;tl.    iltN.    wa»    »23;..'-.4, 

and  for  lh«  Uo.uinion  of  Canada      A.    000.  and   tht-  averaK."   r.ite  of   lnter.-»t 

a   r.-aull   wu   have   today   a  port   lack-    «aH  :i  :i44  p^r  rent      The  total  amount 

InK  only  one  thing  to  make  It  one  of    -.cellved   o„   revenue    a.couni    during 

the   best  euulppod  ocean  ports   In  Ih.    th.    year    wan    »l.44.i.;ifi4  77.    and    

world  -  that  l»,  a  Free  I'ort.  ""^"    '>'Hbur«e,uent«    on    revenue 


( Kroiii    lilt'      South    Shore    I'resB.  ' 
Kriday,  July   14.  1910.) 


and    ihii 
ai'- 

count  »i.4:.'.t.4r)r..08,  of  which  I7»r).64a- 

U7  was  for  interest.  The  disburse 
nient8  on  capital  account  were  $  1.7  08.- 
:ir.X8;!.  includlnK  $a'J'J.S0S.L'2.  for  har- 
bor dredglUK.  1740,00;:  04  for  wliarifes. 
piers  and  basins.  »1 15.i;:i(;  44  for  rail- 
ways. ;i4r>.::4«  ;")«  for  permanent  sheds. 
aud»i;!4.4:il '.•.'i   for   grain   elevators. 


Duet. 

The  only  dues  which  vessels  com- 
ing lo  the  Port  of  Montreal  have  to 
pay  are  as  follows  ;- 

Pilotage  Per  foot  of  Draught 

I'p.     Down 


One  of  the  first  (|ue.stu)ii  which  na 
turally  .suggests  suKKests  iiseli  in  coii- 
nectiim  witli  the  propos«;d  Kree  I'ort. 
Ih  whether,  under  the  existing  condi- 
tions, the  Doiulnlon  tioveniincnl  is 
justified  in  uudertakInK  any  ^reat 
new  capital  expenditure.  The  uu  s- 
tlou  Is  a  very  proper  on  to  raise  and 
It  Is  always  raised  more  or  less  Intel- 
ligently wlien  any  great  national  ex 
pendlture    is   undertaken 

The  Frae  Port  need  not  Involve  any    Father    Point   to   Quebec 
big  investment  of  public  money.     1  do    Qi.'eb«"-  to  Montreal 
not  mean  to  say  that  considerable  ex- 
penditure would  not  be  necessary.     It    Total   Father  Point  to 
would;   how    much    Is   a  question   for        Montreal 
the    Government's    engineers,    but      It    Port  Wardens  Fees  on  outward  cargo 
should  not  add  a  dollar  to  the  burden       only:  — 

of  the  Canadian  tax  payer  and  on  the  General  Merchandise,  Ic  to  2c  per 
other  hand,  might  and  almost  certain-  ,m,  oraln,  Ores  and  Minerals.  Free, 
ly  would,  add  greatly  to  the  revenues    Hogpiua  Dues:  — 

ol  the  Federal  Government  and  the  ^^  Register  Tonnage  (3  times  per 
Harbor     Board,  besides     contributing    ^^^^^    ^c  p«T  ton  Reg 


$3.87 
2.50 


$.1.40 
250 


$6.37     $6.90 


Immeasurably  to  the  general  prosper- 
itr  of  Canada. 

The  existing  Harbor  improvements 
In  Montreal  have  not  been  made  with- 
nnt  a  large  expenditure,  but  the  in- 
terest on  the  capital  Involved  Las  all 


There  are  no  light  dues  and  no 
Port  dues  on  vessels. 

The  chcarges  in  connection  with  the 
Harbor  business  are  as  foUowi^:  — 

1.  Wharfage  on  all  goods  landed  and 


been  paid  by  the  Harbor  Board  out  of    shipped  In  the  harbor:- 


3«  TllH   POUT    OF   MONTUICAL 

['IT  ton.    dredKes    almost    entirely    through    the 

Grain  ;>  corns    sfrisdii   of   l'.il4.   was   the   construction 

Coal,  flour,  meats,  etc,  .  ti  ceuts    of  a  cliannel  20  feet  deep  at  knv  wa- 

Aiipji's,  hay,  cattle,  sti  el  rails.  ter  on  tin:  south-east  side  of  St.  He!- 

etc  1:;   cents    en's    Island.     The    extreme    slope     of 

Sugar,  etc  Itl  cents    the    river    from    the    Victoria    liridgo 

Cencral    merchandise    -'»  ceiit.^    down   to   the  lo\,er   end  of   the  Guard 

-.  (Jrain    Elevator   chargi-s:  Tier   causes    the    St.    Mary's    t'urrent, 

Klevatin^'   int(t  elevator  and   weiiiliinp    which    has    been    Iouk    recognized    as 

jier   bus'^"l ll-lOth   ceuts   oni'  of  tin    features     in     Montreal  re- 

Storape  '■   days    and   delivery    to    quirinj:   amelioration. 

vessel.  ,;   .    uushel :Mnih  cents        The   design    of   the    channel    behind 

;i.  Kriilva.     charges:  —  -  St.    Heleit's   Island   has   for  a    purpose 

Shu>        '    cars    from    railway    to    any    a   discharge  of  a   portion  of  the  river 

Pi:  wharf,   per    car  .  ...12.50    I'.ow   through   the   channel   on  a   fixed 

Trans. o.     between     railw.iys  :>.00    slope,    giving    uniform    current 


4.  Shed   rentals;  — 
Double  Biory  sheds,  average  per  iihed 

per  annum if7,200.00 

Clearly  if  the  South  Shore  Free 
I'ort  brings  four  liuiidred  more  ocean- 
going ships  and  twelve  or  thirteen 
thousand  more  inland  craft  to  the 
Port    of    Montreal    every    year    (and    I 


The 

work  of  1!'!.'!  and  particularly  of  I!tl4, 
has  shown  considerable  effect,  esti- 
mated to  ani'iunt  to  l.'i  per  cent.,  in 
aiiieliorating  the  St.  Mary's  Current 
even  at  extreme  low  water  stage  of 
iyi4.  when  it  would  otherwise  have 
been  at  it.-5  worst. 

The    ,w(>    dredges    working    behind 


believe  this  is  a  moderate  estimate),  the  Island  worked  under  conditions 
i»  will  increase  the  revenue  of  the  which  would  appeur  impossible.  These 
Harbor  Jfoard  enormously  v\-ithout  dredges,  however,  worked  continuous- 
increasing  the  expenditures  propor-  ly  throughout  the  summer  in  rapids 
tionately.  The  service  these  ship.s  where  the  water  was  rushing  over  the 
would  render  to  Canadian  commerce  bed  of  the  river  and  falling  into  the 
and  especially  to  the  export  trade  of  dredged  cut.  Only  plant  of  extraor- 
the  Dominion,  would  be  incalculable.  dinary  stability,  and  dredging  officers 

It  would  probably   be  necessary  for  of  great   skill   could   have   undertaken 

Parliament   to  fake   some     means     to  this  work,  which  would  not  have  been 

bring    marine   insurance   rates    within  attempted   had   not  the   results   to   he 

reasonable   hounds;      but     it   looks  as  <ditained   warranted  the  effort, 

though  if   would  have  to  do  this   with  The   ground  area   dredged    in     U'U 

or  without   a  Free   I'ort.  amounted  to  about  8  1-2  acres,  all  of 

which    reciuired    the   excavation   of   20 

Dredging  on   the    South   Shore.  f^^^  ^j  material  consisting  of  cement- 

The  Conimissioners  in  their  report  ed  clay  and  sand  with  many  embed- 

for  1914  say  that  one  of  the  most  im-  ded  boulders.     .\   length  of  1.000   feet 

portant   items  of  dredging  which   oc-  was  dredged  for  a  width  of  335  feet, 

cupied  the  time  of  two  of  their  best  and   before     the     work     closecd    the 
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(IredgiDK  was     in  a  fair     way  to  ap-   posed  when  the  goods  leave  the  works, 
proachine  deeper  water  near  the  head    In  Europe   this   plan  has   been  found 

to  be  of  immense  benefit  in  building 
upon  export   trade. 
"The   South     Shore     municipalities 


cf  St.  Helen's  Island." 

The   Scuth    Shore   Channel. 

The  former  commissioners  in  their 
report  for  1912,  said: 

"One  of  the  serious  river  problems 
has  been  the  control  of  the  St.  Mary's 
Current,  between  St.  Helen's  Island 
and  the  City,  which  has  always  been 
a  menace  to  navigation  and  interferes 
with  the  progress  of  pier  construction 
in  the  Harbor. 

"This  condition  is  produced  by 
many  causes,  one  of  which  is  the 
damming  of  the  South  Shore  Channel 
by  .Moffatt's  Island  and  its  ap- 
pr'  aches.  divertinK  as  it  does  the  na- 
tural flow  of  the  river  belonging  to 
the  South  Channel  over  on  to  the 
Montreal  side. 

"The  proposed  modification  of  these 
obseructions  will  not  only  relieve  the 
rapid  current  referred  to,  but  will  im- 
prove the  southern  part  of  the  river 
and  make  its  use  for  navigation  pur- 
poses also  possible." 


THE  PROPOSED  FREE   PORT. 


liave  a  plan  to  combine  into  one  aiunl- 
cipality  and  make  that  municipality 
a  free  port.  Naturally,  however,  there 
is  some  opposition  to  this  plan.  For 
instance,  'Le  Canada'  says  that  if  a 
free  port  is  to  established  at  the  head 
of  ocean  navigation  the  logical  thini? 
tc.  do  is  to  make  the  Island  of  Mont- 
real a  Free  Port.  Its  geographical 
formation,  with  boundaries  laid  out 
and  protected  by  Nature,  is  cert" inly 
i(!eal  for  the  purpose,  and,  as  our 
contemporary  says,  we  already  have 
in  Montreal  all  the  industrial  estab- 
lishments ready  for  the  purpose,  and 
would  not  have  to  build  up  entindv 
new  ones,  as  would  be  the  case  on  the 
South  Shore.  Also,  we  have  miles 
upon  miles  of  wharves  and  railwava 
ready  to  serve  the  purpose  of  a  free 
port. 

"The  idea  of  the  people  on  the 
South  Shore  is,  of  course,  that  the 
interests  of  a  free  port  would  be  best 
served    by    building   it    up   from     the 


"The    Herald"   says:    "Wo    imagine  foundation  upon  a  site  that  at  present 

that   most   people  who     have     studie<l  is   largely  unoccupied,     and     that      it 

the  question   of  establishing     a      free  would   be   better  for  the   development 

port  at  the  head  of  ocean  navigation  of   tho   port   if  the   south    side   of   the 

will  agree   with  the   principle  of  the  river   were  made  available     for     the 

petition  being  forwarded  by  the  united  berthing  oi   ocean   ships.     There  is  a 

municipalities  of  the  South   Shore  to  good   deal   to  be   said   on   both   sides, 

establish   such  a  port  opposite  Mont-  if  is  to  be  hoped  the  authorities  will 

leal.    The  genera!  idea  of  such  a  port  give  the  matter  the  moct  careful  at- 

is  to  facilitate  manufacture  for  export  tention.     If  a   free   port   is   to   be   es- 

by  allowing  the  free  import  of  all  ma-  tablished    it    shold    be    done    in    time 

terials  for  manufacture,  and  the  man-  for  the  manufacturers  to  take  advan- 

ufacture  of  them  in  bond,  as  it  were,  tage  of  the  trade  conditions  tnat  will 

the   customary   taxes   only   being   im-  arise   immediately   after   the   war.     If 
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Canada  pels  a  preferential  entry  into 
the  markets  of  lliu  Allies  that  the 
United  States  will  not  have,  there  Is 
bound  to  be  the  establishment  of 
many  important  new  industries  and  a 
Kreat  enlarKomenl  of  existing  ones. 

MR.    A.   G.    ROSS    APPROVES    FREE 
PORT  SCHEME. 

Henry   Dalby,  Es<i., 

Kditor.    "South    Shore    I'ress," 
:!l    Liitour  Street.   Montreal. 
Dear  Sir:  — • 

I'lTmit  tno  to  I'onipliment  you  on 
the  debut  tti  the  "South  Shore  I'ress." 
which  is  tuU  of  information  which 
should  be  appreciated  in  Montreal  as 
well  as  by  the  resident  of  the  South 
Shor*. 

Vour  article  on  "Montreal's  Free 
I'ort."  in  your  issue  of  Friday,  Juno 
It),  is  one  that  should  be  widely  cir- 
culated, with  your  permission,  in 
other  newspapers. 

I  enclose  the  amount  of  my  sub- 
scription, and  would  be  glad  to  have 
your  paper  sent  to  me  at  the  City  Hall 
regularly. 

With  best  wishes  for  the  success 
and  progress  of  your  paper,  believe 
me  to  remain. 

Yours  very  truly, 

A.  G.  ROSS. 
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You  1  unnol  have  a  port  which  shall 


WHERE  SHOULD  THE  FREE  PORT 
BE7 

Our  esteemed  contemporary,  "Lia 
Canada,"  says  that  :"If  a  Free  Port  Is 
to  be  established  at  the  head  of  ocean 
navigation,  the  logical  thing  to  do  Is 
to  make  the  Island  of  Montreal  a  free 
port."  That  Is  the  first  idea  that  oc- 
curs to  everybody,  and  the  only  ob- 
jection to  It  is  that  It  1b  Impossible. 


be  under  protection  and  under  free 
trade  at  the  same  time.  Even  Ham- 
burg lias  its  protected  area  and  its 
free  area,  but  they  are  absolutely 
separated  from  each  other.  Montreal 
has  hundreds  of  industrial  establisli- 
monts  whioh  have  been  built  -un- 
der protection,  all  of  whose  affilia- 
tions and  connections  are  under  the 
protective  system  and  all  of  which 
would  be  driven  from  Montreal  if  It 
were  made  into  a  Free  Port.  When  I 
first  advocated  this  scheme,  many 
years  ago,  I  was  so  convinced  that 
tile  manufacturers  and  merchants  of 
Montreal  would  never  consent  to  be 
put  outside  of  the  protected  area  of 
Canada  that  1  suggested  the  dredging 
of  the  Back  River  and  using  that  dis- 
trict as  a  site  for  a  Free  Port.  Talk- 
ing with  one  of  the  Harbor  officials, 
he  said:  "The  idea  is  first  class,  Mr. 
Dalby,  but  there  i-^  only  one  place  Tor 
il,  and  that  is  t.      South  Shore." 

From  a  Montreal  business  point, 
the  South  Shore  is  incomparably  the 
best  situation  available  for  a  Free 
Port.  The  Customs  revenues  could 
be  as  easily  and  as  thoroughly  pro- 
tected there  as  en  the  Island  of  Mont- 
real and  there  Is  no  place  where  light- 
erage to  Montreal  and  the  canals 
would  be  BO  cheap. 

The  very  first  essential  In  a  Free 
Port  is  to  cut  if  oft  completely  from 
the  protected  area.  The  merchants 
and  manufacturers  of  Canada  would 
never  consent  to  he  thus  Isolated  from 
their  established  business  connec- 
tions The  ideal  spot  for  a  Montreal 
Free  Port  Is  a  district  near  Montreal 
accessible  by  ocean-going  ships  and 
river  and  canal  craft,  and  which  ia 
little  developed  industrially. 
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THE    MONTREAL    HERALD    ON  it    is    iiupossiljlc       Mr.    IJalby,    who   is 

FREE    POr?T    MO     EMENT  Ihe   oriRinalor  of   the   scheme   for   the 

As    might    naturally       ive    boen    ex-  South    Shor<=.    also    proposed    it    niany 

pecU'd.  the  niovtiuenl  to  coniljin^  the  years    ago    for    the    service   primarily 

four  towns  nearest  to  Montreal  on  the  of  Montreal,  but  he  was  so  convinced 

South    side   of    the   St.   Lawrence   into  of  the  impossibility  of  locating  a  Free 

one  big  city,  and  to  ask  the  Uotuinion  Port  in  Montreal  that  he  proposed  the 

'.overnment  to  make  that  city  a  Free  dredjTins  of  the  Hack  llivcr  to  accom- 

Port,   has  aroused   considerable   inter-  modate  the  Free  Port  business.     The 

est   on    both   sides  of   the   rivei.     "La  trouble  with  Montreal  as  a  si*i'  is  that 

Presse"   tak';s   the  ground    that    there  ii  already  has  thousands  of   manufac- 

I5.   no  necessity   to   argue   for  lung  on  turiUL';      and      commercial        interest.^ 

the    desirability    of    a    Free    Port    for  which    would    be  completely   upset    by 

Canada,    the    only    question    to    be  de-  beins   interned   within   the   walls  of  a 

cided  is  where  It  is  to  be  located.     It  Free  Port — in  a  protectionist  country, 

is  very  doubtful  whether  a  single  man  Since  the    idea    was    first    mooted    for 

can  be  found  on  the  South  Shore  who  the   Island    of    Montreal      there     have 

y 

is  not  in  favor  of  locating  the  Free  been  radical  change.^  in  the  conditions 
Port  there,  but  in  considering  the  pre-  on  the  South  Shore.  The  Victoria 
terences  of  the  men  of  the  four  tov/ns  Hrldge  is  now  a  double  track  bridge, 
due  allowance,  must,  of  course,  be  without  counting  the  electric  railway 
made  for  local  interests  and  preju-  track.  St.  I.Ambert  is  now  an  irapor 
dices.  That  the  realiziUion  of  the  tant  railway  junction,  and  can  bt 
project  as  proposed  would  be  the  mak-  made  still  more  important  by  the 
Ing  of  the  South  Shore  goes  without  building  of  a  short  connecting  link 
saying.  liut  it  is  to  bo  expected  that  with  the  Canadian  Pacific  bridge  at 
Parliament  will  take  a  widrr  .iev/  of  Lachine.  The  harbor  has  had  con- 
the  question  and  endeavor,  at  least,  siderable  dredging;  and  the  dredging 
to  divest  itself  of  local  prejudices  in  of  the  channel,  on  the  so-called  south 
dealing  with  a  subject  which  is  of  side  of  St.  Helen  Island,  has  made 
nothing  less  than  national  importance,  great  progress.  There  ato  scarcely 
Even  looked  at  from  this  point  of  any  established  Industries  that 
view,  the  claim  that  the  South  Shore  would  be  injuriously  affected  by  be- 
is  intllcated  by  nature  and  by  exist-  ing  excluded  from  the  protected  area 
Ing  conditions  as  Canada's  ideal  site  of  Canada.  Industrially  and  commer- 
tor  a  Free  Port  is  undeniably  strong,  cially.  although  so  near  to  the  Cana- 
1  hat  Montreal's  interests  are  entitled  dian  metropolis,  the  four  towns  are 
to  eminent  conside'ation  is  beyond  virgin  soil.  Consequently  land  Is 
question,  but  that  does  not  mean,  by  cheap  compared  with  land  on  our  right 
any  means,  that  the  Free  Port  should  little,  tight  little  Island.  Lighterage 
be  located  in  Montreal  even  in  the  in-  to  Montreal  and  the  canals  would  be 
terests    of    Montreal.      The    chief   ob-   a  mere  bagatelle. 

jection  to  Montreal  or  its  immediate       The  location  of  the  Free  Port,  how- 
neighborhood  for  a  Free  Port  is  that    ever.  Is  not  to  be  regarded  as  a  ques- 


40  TlIK   PORT  OF 

lion  between  Montreal  and  the  South 
Shore.  It  is  a  question  1.  •tween  the 
Harbor  of  Montreal  and  all  the  rest 
ot  Canada.  Here  also  nature  indi- 
cates Montreal  Harbor  as  the  ideal 
location  for  a  Free  Port.  So  long  as 
water  rushes  down  the  Lachine  Ra- 
pids. Montreal  must  t.  at  the  head  of 
)cean  navijiaiion.  and  it  is  not  likely 
that  the  ocean  ships  will  ever  stop 
short  of  till'  lioad  of  navigation,  be- 
cause   every    t'ui      of      freiglit   landed 


MONTRE.AX. 
ijhort  of  that  point  and  intended  to 
go  West  will  cost  immensely  more  for 
transportation  by  land  The  question 
will  certainly  come  up  for  discussion 
at  the  next  session  of  Parliament,  and 
it  is  not  too  soon  to  study  the  subject 
in  all  its  bearings  It  is  becoming 
rare  to  meet  a  man  who  does  not  pre- 
tend to  know  all  about  a  Free  Port, 
and  it  may  take  months  to  convince 
some  of  these  gentlemen  that  all  they 

know    al)r)ui    the    matter    is    radically 

wrong. 


How  to  Get  the  Free  Port 

A  ROYAL  COMMISSION  NEEDED  TO  INVESTIGATE  THE  SUBJECT. 
—QUESTION  MUST  BE  REGARDED  FROM  NATIONAL  POINT  OF 
VIEW.— HOW  THE  FREE  PORT  WOULD  AFFECT  THE  WESTERN 
FARMERS.— MARKETING  THE  WHEAT.— THE  LOAD  FACTOR  IN 
THE   SHIPPING    PROBLEM. 


If  we  ;ire  to  have  a  Suutli  Hliuro 
Free  Port  it  will  have  to  bu  brought 
about  by  a  touibination  of  public-  auu 
private  pffort.  as  the  old  .Montreal 
"Harbor"  ha.s  been.  Private  owner- 
ship of  great  ocean  ports  is  not  to 
be  thought  of  today.  They  arc  the 
gateways  of  the  countries  to  which 
they  appertain,  and  when  their  shores 
fall  into  private  ownership  sooner  or 
later,  at  any  cost,  they  have  to  be 
redeemed  for  public  use  and  control. 

In  Europe  public  owenership  is  the 
rule.  Ixjndon  being  the  most  notable 
exception    and    that    only    partially. 

The  first  step  necessary  would 
seem  to  be  to  appoint  a  Royal  Com- 
mission to  investigate  and  report  to 
the  Governor-General  in  Council  upon 
the  feasibility  of  the  project.  The 
task  for  the  Commission  Is  not  no 
Herculean  as  it  looks  at  first  sight. 
Regarding  the  general  principal  of 
free  ports,  there  is  little  to  be  learn- 
ed that  cannot  be  learned  without 
much  expenditure  of  time,  labor  or 
money.  We  have  the  experience  of 
many  free  ports  to  go  upon,  and  some 
of  them  within  the  British  Empire. 

Gibraltar  has  an  area  of  only  two 
square  miles  and  a  poulation  of  only 
19,120,  but  It  is  a  free  port  and  does 
a  considerable  shipping  trade.  In 
1914,  4,247   vessels   entered   the   port, 


with  a  total  tonnage  of  6.^23. 65S.  Peo- 
ple who  have  the  notion  that  a  free 
port  is  a  port  th?.t  is  free  from  ship- 
pmg  dues  (nobody  on  the  South 
Shore  believes  that  to-day),  will  bo 
interested  in  knowing  that  Gibraltar's 
chief  source  of  income  is  from  ship- 
ping dues.  Its  imports  in  iai4  were 
$4,U0.0U0  and  its  exports  $120,000; 
but  neither  agriculturally  nor  indus- 
trially is  it  possible  for  Gibraltar  to 
be  productive.  Its  principal  business 
11    the  coaling  of  steamers. 

Hong  Kong  is  another  British  free 
port.  It  is  an  island  ten  miles  long 
b.N  2  to  ,S  1-2  miles  broad,  a  total  area 
of  ;!2  s(iuare  miles.  Tn>-  whole  colony 
consisting  of  islands  with  an  area  of 
;!90  square  miles,  has  a  population  of 
501,304,  of  whom  480.544  are  Chinese. 

In  1914  the  shipping  entering  the 
port  had  a  tonnage  of  18.378,476  tons. 
The  colony  does  a  big  trade  in  sugar, 
opium,  flour,  oiV  amber,  cotton, 
ivory,  betel,  sandalwood,  rice,  tea, 
woollens,  silks,  and  salt.  It  has  a 
trade  imports  and  exports  of  ?250,- 
000,000  a  year. 

The  British  Free  Port  o*  Singapore 
is  one  of  the  greatest  ports  in  the 
world.  There  were  11.943  ships 
cleaied  at  this  port  in  1914  and  the 

total  for  the  whole  colony  was  19.536 
ships  with  a  tonnage  of  24,859,517. 
(exclusive  of  native   craft). 
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The  native  irafl  entered  and  cleared 
at  the  lour  ports  of  the  Straits  Set- 
tleni;-nts.  SinKapore,  Henans  Malac- 
ca and  I^buan.  numbered  4r).739  with 
a  tonnaKP  of  1,951,044.  The  aggre- 
>;ate  trade  returns  of  SmRaporo  for 
1914  amouned  lu  $52t;.i;ii:.0C.r,,  Includ- 
ing an  export  of  tin  valued  at  $40.- 
'.i()4,S46. 

Aden  and  St.  Helena  are  also  call- 
ed free  ports  although  a  few  duties 
.ir.)  levied  which  are  really  octroi  (or 
town  dU'JS)  rather  than  <'U!»ti)niH  du- 
ties. 

THE     FREE     PORT     MOVEMENT     IN 
THE    UNITED    STATES 


The  "Nev.-  >irk  Sun"  has  a  vahiahli' 
h.nt  for  Canr"'.:-.  In  discussiUL-  Con- 
.uressmaii  Murray  llulheri's  re:^olu- 
Tiiiii  ill  favor  of  Free  I'orts  in  tli"  l"n- 
iti-d  States,  it  siy--;  '•Secrelarv  IC'mI- 
fi.-ld  prohahly  feels  that  t'ont-'ress 
■houM  not  let  the  ^ra-s  (-'row  under 
it.--  fiet  if  any  actual  bepinnine  is  ;o 
he  iiiaiir  of  this  matter  liei.iv,-  Nov- 
rnilier       This    Pubject      is      important. 


UK    FIIKK  rOUT 

and  should  be  looked  up.  And.  of 
course.  anythinK  worth  doing  for  the 
country  should  be  done  as  quickly  as 
possible  in  order  that  Secretary  Hed- 
field'.s  hard  work  may  not  finally  fail 
to  "register." 

In   the   race  for  the  first   Free   Port 
on    this    continent,    the    South    Shore 
^:ot  away  first    but  it  is  still  more  im- 
pnrtant    to    reach      the      winnini;-post 
first.      Not    that    the   establishment   of 
half  a  dozen    free   ports    in   ihe    Fnited 
Slates    .•mild    prevent    Ihe    success    of 
the    Socth    Shore    Free    I'ort     bi-cause 
we    have   the   advantage   of   "the  long 
haul"  by  water     Ueouraphy  and  canal 
i/;i'ion    alr'ady    accomplislud    are    in 
.  iir  favor;  but  thiTe  would  be  an  eiinv- 
leoiis  advertisinL'  fruiti   beine  the  first 
in    the    field.      This    coiibl    be    secured 
t,\    till     I'eiier.il    Covirniiient    publicly 
lommitiini;   itseli      to     Hie     principle. 
Canada's   e\  iTuld.-   w.iulil   arou-ie   «reat 
:ntere>l    in    ICurope    and    would    serve 
to    I'Uiiihasize      our      siiirKestion      that 
Creat    Hritain   itself   shoub!   adopt   tho 
Free  Tort  svst  Til  in  tlie  day  of  econo- 
mic  r(-adju.=!inent 


Grain  Trade  aiul  ^Marine  Insurance 


In  rJl3,  the  Corumissioncrs  saiil; 

"While  the  loregoiug  st:.'teuients 
show  an  increase  of  74  per  com  ovtT 
the  iiuantity  of  grain  handling  durini? 
liti:;,  Might  must  not  be  lost  c'  the 
tact  that  of  the  192.2t;0.(J0U  hushela 
cf  grain  recfived  by  lake  at  huffalo 
during  (lie  year,  a  little  more  lliaa 
(m.OOo.UOO  bushels,  nearly  :!.")  i)«r  cent., 
canic  frnni  Fort  Williaui  and  i'ort  Ar- 
thur in  addition  to  winch  hirgi; 
aiuouius  came  in  bond  tl\rough  l)u- 
iulh  and  Superior,  most  of  which 
should  have  been  t'-ansporttd  via  th'3 
Canadian  route  and  the  Port  of  Mont- 
real. 

"A  more  striking  illustration  of  the 
great  leak  in  the  main  artery  of 
Canadian  gr.'.in  transporta'ion  is  se- 
cured by  comparing  the  routing  ot 
shipments  of  grain  from  Fort  William 
and  Port  Arthur  lor  I'.nVo  with  those 
ot  1913,  the  beginning  and  ending  ot 
a  ten  year  period,  when  approximate 
ly  2S,8&7,000  bushels  of  grain  were 
shipped  from  Kort  William  and  Port 
Arthur  and  25.588.000  bushels  were 
shipped  from  Montreal.  Thus  in  1903 
the  grain  shipments  from  Montreal 
practically  equalled  the  Great  Lake 
grain  shipments  from  Kort  William 
and  Port  Arthur,  whereas,  in  1913, 
they  were  practically  only  equal  to 
about  one-quarter  of  such  shipment. 

"A  study  of  grain  transportation  re- 
veals the  fact  that  the  aforesaid  condi- 
tion, is  due,  in  a  great  measure,  to  in- 
sufficient   fiCOll"    tn*^*^S£'$^      fr""*,       t^£^ 

Port    ot   Montreal.      Present    Marine 
insurance    rates    make    It   practically 


impossible  for  tramp  shipowners  to 
accept  Canadian  business,  the  extra 
premiums  required  being  more  than 
the  rate  of  freight  from  Canadian 
p.jrts  will  permit,  unless  the  steam- 
ship can  make  a  number  of  consecu- 
tive voyages  between  the  Is!  of  May 
and  the   l.-^t  of  October. 

"Noiwithst.uiding  this  haiidiiip,  it 
is  encouraging  to  note  lliat  mhu,  :,', 
tramp  vcssel.s  with  full  carg  ics  of 
grain  sailed  from  llic  Port  durin-'  t!.o 
season,  wliicli  has  aidi'd  con -idc-ably 
in   establisliing    the    presi'iit    record. 

"It  is,  however,  felt  that  if  Mont- 
real is  to  maintain  her  supremacy  a3 
a  great  grain  shipping  port,  no  en- 
deavor must  be  spared  in  view  of  lue 
large  e.\pen<lituie  made  by  ttie  Do- 
minion (Jovernment  in  the  wiilen'ng 
and  deepening  in  the  channel  and  the 
I.rovision  of  aids  to  Navigation  to 
bring  about  a  considerable  betterment 
in  insurance  rates  for  St.  Lawrence 
business,  which  should  permit  of 
tramp  tonnage  trading  to  St.  Law- 
rence Ports  on  an  m '..i  basis  with  the 
ports  on  the  American  seaboard, 
where  cheap  ocean  freight  and  insur- 
ance rates  exist. 

"In  view,  however,  of  the  great  at- 
tempt being  made  by  the  Ports  on  the 
American  Atlantic  Seaboard  to  cap- 
ture a  share  of  our  grain  trade,  as 
is  demonstrated  by  the  following  par- 
agraph in  one  of  their  last  annual  re- 
ports: 

"  'Our  principal  nope  for  export  ton- 
nage to  remedy  the  deficiency  which 
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now  exists,  lies  In  Canadian  Grain. 
Not  only  in  v/inter,  but  also  In  sum- 
mer, Montreal  is  soiut;  to  reciuire 
more  ami  morj  to  be  relieved  ot  the 
burden    ot    Canadian    exports.' 

"The  Commissioners  feel  that,  until 
a  substantial  reduction  in  insurance 
rates  is  effected,  serious  and  earnest 
(onsideration  should  be  given  by  the 
Government  to  the  advisability  ot 
t;ranting  a  sub^^idy  to  tramp  vesstl 
owners,  eciuivalcnl  to  tlif  aitf<Tiiu'^ 
in  Marine  iusuraiico  rales  to  .VineriL-an 
ports  and  the  St.  Kuwrence  Uivor 
ports,  wliich  would,  without  ddubt. 
make  .Muiilri-al  wliat  she  is  '!e-;tlntMi 
tu  become,  the  greatest  gr  liii  sliip- 
pliig  port  ill  the  world." 

Insufficient  ocean  tonnage  is  the 
e.xplanation  of  the  great  lea!:  in  t''.o 
grain  transportation  bu- iness  v,  I'ich 
properly  belongs  t  Montreal  und 
nothing  would  do  more  to  increa,-e 
Montreal's  ocean  tonnage  Ihuti  a  Free 
Port,  especially  it  combined  wir.  roa 
sonable   marine    insurance    r;it'^s 

The  Commissioners  in  tlieir  rt'iiort 
for  1910  said: 

Insurance  Rates 
"AlthouKli  the  most  seriinu  handi- 
cap placed  up;)n  Canadian  bus-incss 
through  the  Port  of  Montreal  ij  the 
txcessive  insurance  rates  levied  upon 
hulls  and  cargoes,  particularly  duriiii? 
the  opening  and  closing  months  of  the 
season. 

"In  view  of  the  px:)endituro  upon 
aids  to  navigation  in  the  St.  Lawron«.e 
and  the  deepening  and  widening  of 
the  channel,  we  may  reasonably  hope 
for  a  considerable  betterment  in  in- 
surance rates  for  St.  Lawrence  busi- 
ness. Not  the  least  among  tlie  ele- 
ments that  will  bring  this  about  is  Ih^ 
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establishment  of  adequate  dry  dock 
accommodation  In  the  river,  so  as  to 
protect  the  invested  capital  'n  ships 
now  doing  business  in  the  St.  Law- 
rence trade  and  the  ships  o'  larger 
and  greater  tonnage  that  are  cjiilem- 
plated. 

"The  Commissioners,  in  co-operat- 
ing with  other  interests,  are  endeavor- 
ing to  bring  this  about  and  satisfac- 
tory results  ar<'  hoped  for  in  the  near 
future, 

"From  a  competitive  point  of  view 
this  is  tlie  greatest  handicap  existing 
at  present  and  should  be  remedied 
villi   tlie   least   possible   delay." 

.\  Free  Port  and  reasonable  insur- 
ance would  bring  to  Montreal  all  the 
ships  needed   for  grain  exportation. 


Marketing   the    Wheat 

The    Commission    would    have   very 
little    to    do    in    connection    with    the 
general   principle    of    free    ports;    the 
excellent  reports  of  the   Harbor  Com 
missioncrs    past    and     present    tlirow 
a    good    deal   of   light   on   this   subject 
and   all    the   other   information   neces- 
sary is  probably  to  be  found  in  print 
in    Ottawa.    London    or    'V\'n8hington. 
The  applicability  of  this  general  prin- 
ciple   to    Canada    is   another   question 
altogether.     It  has  to  be  investigated 
from  a  commercial,  financial  and  en- 
gineering  point  of  view.     The  finan- 
cial end  of  the  problem  of  course  de- 
pends largely  upon  its  engineering  as- 
pect and  that  is  a  point  that  will  have 
to  be   left   to  the   experts. 

The  commercial  part  of  tne  problem 
is,  however,  matter  for  considerabV- 
investigation  and  stud/.  !t  must  b- 
dealt  with  n^'.  simply  as  affecting  the 
interests   ot  the   South    Shore   or     of 
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Montreal,   but    as   affecting   the   bUBl-   to  the  higher  cost  of  transportation  In 
nesB  Interests  of  all  Canada  winter. 

Let   us   consider   the  question  first        The    report   points    out    that   West- 
of  all  as  it  affects    the    interesU    of   ern  Canada  sometimes  puts  upon  the 
the  farmers  and  especially  the  grain    market  in  one  month  much  more  hard 
growers    of   the    West.     Much    useful    wheat  than  the   United  Kingdom,  the 
information  upon  this  subject  is  con-    only    important    consumer   of   its    sur- 
tained  in  the  report  of  the  Georgian    plus,   will   purchase  of  all     kinds     of 
Uay  Canal  Commission.    As  the  report    wheat  and  flour   from  all   the   world, 
rays:      •■I'risumubly    wheat   will     not    with  the  exception     of    one  year  the 
be    grown   ami    therefore    will    not    be    price  which  during  five  years  ending 
shipped,   unless  the  price   is   reasona-    \\i\::   met   the   Canadian  peak  of  «up- 
bly    satisfactory    to      the      producers,    ply   was   the  lowest   of  the   year.     No 
What    has    been    the    relationship    be-    other  country   has  marketed    so   large 
twcun  Canadian  whe:!t  nuantities  and    a  proiwrtion  of  its  crops  when  prices 
prices    and    what    tendencies,    if    any,    are  low  as  has  Canada.     This  system 
have    developed    in    connection    with    of  marketing  not  only  involves  lower 
Canadian  methods  of  marketing?  The    prices  for  wiieat     but  higher  est  for 
primary   markets  of  the     world     are   transportation.  throu>;h  railway  lolling 
those     most     directly     in  touch  with    stock  not  l)cint;  used  for  a  great  part 
and  therefore  of  most  immediate   im-    of     the   year   to  anything   like   its   ca- 
portance     to     the  world's     producers    pacity. 

and    it  is   by  the   selling   pressure   in  ^^^    ^^^^^^^   ^^  ^^^   ^^^^^ 

primary   markets   exerted   agains'    tlie 

buving"  pressure  from  ultimate  con-  Two-thirds  of  the  Canadian  export 
sumers  that  the  course  of  prices  is  wheat  in  the  year  1»13  was  shipped 
chiefly  determined,  although  this  tinough  United  States  ports.  Diver- 
course  mav  be  modified  by  many  in-  sion  lo  Am.  rican  ports  may  have 
termediate  agencies.  been   causo.l   says   the   report   by   the 

Canada's  great  primary  market  for  Physical  inability  of  Canadian  routes 
wheat  is  the  term-.l  elevators  at  to  handle  more  traft.c  with  the  .sup.r- 
Fort  William  and  1'  Arthur.  It  is  ior  speed  or  certainty  of  other  routes 
there  Canadian  wheat  is  offered  to  relative  freight  rates;  f'--;-  - 
exporters  and  to  the  Kastern  Cana-  other  private  business  consilera  ons 
dian   trade.      Prices    quoted      on     the    or  personal  preferences  on  the  part  of 

,,     1  „..i.,ca    the   shiDoers;    or  conditions  of  ocean 

Winnipeg   Grain   Exchange   are   prices    me   suippcin, 

"in  store  Fort  William-Fort  Arthur."  transportation. 

Western  Canada's  method  of  market-  In  September.  October,  and  Novem- 

ing  the  greater  part  of  its  surplus  im-  ber.  vessels  arriving  at   Montreal  are 

mediately  after  the     harvest,  reserv-  offered  more  cheese,  apples  and  high- 

ing     something     for  a  second     thrust  er  class  goods  than     in     the     earlier 

dbcut  the  following  May.    The  holding  months,  and  these  goods  carry  higher 

ov«r  ui  !"it^  wheat  is  partly  ultrlbute--:  freights  tiian  •-••""■ 


4B  (lU.VIN    TUADK    ANH 

The    Tramp  Steamer*   and    and 

the    Load    Factor. 

'I'liert;  Is  ;i  \:iKUt'  iiiiprfsslou  tliat 
llic  irumii  :,t<';tiiioiB  Iwive  a  Kreat  Hi- 
flufliuc  uiHili  freiKhl  riitcs.  The  Iraiaps 
laiTicd  11(1  Canailiaii  wIumI  troiii  Mont- 
trial  in  I'Ul.  a  Utllf  in  May  and  Juni', 
I'.il::,  and  an  apprcclablu  iinantity 
in  I'.ti;;.  thu  avfiaKc  for  tlii'  thn'i' 
.M-ars  bi'itiK  only  iKi;f.  p.T  (-.■m.  ol  tlio 
wlioU'  shipiucnts.  Till'  Iranip.s  only 
no  i.i  f(,r  llio  wh.at  trad.'  nsIhu 
liiiglUs  aio  lii«!i.  Tli.'ir  c  umiu-t  ilioii 
ilo.'s  not  ri-diicf  frci^:lits.  Tlitj  iinmc- 
diaili;  (  oiniii't  il  iors  of  iIh'  Montroil 
liners  are  tlir  liiuT.-  at  I'ni'i'il  Statfs 
polls. 

Tlic     rt'iKirl      a'mios      conviMriiiijly 
that    till'    cciHioinir    h.i^is     of      fri'i^;li» 
rates    must    depend    lar^-ely    upon    tlie 
load   factor  nlilainitii;  lor  the  earners. 
If   a   vessel   has   a   full   load   eaeh   way 
on   every    trip    it    will    operate    at    the 
niaxiiiiuin     of    efficieiuy    and     at     the 
lowest  eosl  per  unit  of  cargo.     "Why 
it   is  asked,  are  there  not  more  liners 
in  the  Canadian  trade?"     Here  is  the 
answer.      "Canada's    total    exports    to 
Kurope  of  all  classes  of  goods  in  I'Ji:! 
in. eased      with      irregular      monthly 
fluetuations    to    a    great    peak    in    the 
Autumn   months   while     the     imports 
from     Europe    were     pretty     regularly 
distributed  throughout  the  year.    Can- 
ada  e.xported    to    Kurope    in    January, 
February.   March   and    April   goods   to 
the  value  of  $43,146,701;  in  May,  June, 
July  and   August  goods  to  the   value 
of  ?r)»,83S.920;   and  in  September,  Oc- 
tober, November  and  December,  goods 
to  the  value  of  |1 24.894,678.     So  much 
for  the  eastbound  cargoes.     When  we 
come  to  the  westbound  traffic,  what 
a  falling  oft  is  there!      In     the  first 
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four  months  our  imports  amounted 
to  |46.646,y!»r);  lu  the  second  '  . 
iiioiitlis  |.')1, 840,477.  and  in  the  lai 
four  months  to  |41.'  ^:l&,S;i7.  Then- 
was  unloaded  at  Montreal  In  that 
season  from  all  Kuropean  countries 
7;^^.()|ll  Ions  id'  freight  and  there  was 
loaded  in  .Montreal  for  Kurope  in 
Imers  and  tr.imps  1. 647. 14'.  tons  of 
lartMi,  a  r.itio  of  2  2:;  eastbound  to  I 
weslbiHiiid.  "Canada,"  says  the  re- 
port, "has  never  yet  been  able  to  se- 
cure at  Canadian  ports  enough  ves- 
sels to  carry  all  the  Canadian  ex- 
ports." 

A  Krei>  I'ort  at  the  hu.id  ol  --it. 
hawrence  ocean  navigation  would 
I. ml  w.^t  liouMd  cargoes  for  many 
liners  without  interfering  in  any  way 
with  Canada's  National  rolicy  and 
rore  liners  by  rpducing  the  cost  of 
freight  would  tend  to  raise  the  price 
ot  wheat. 

riie  ilironic  sliorlage  of  vessels  to 
which  every  report  of  the  Harbor 
<'ommis8ione»-s  bears  witness  wa.s 
greatly  accentuated  in  rjir>  by  the 
war  The  Harbor  Commissioners  in 
their  report  for  that  year  say:  "The 
season  of  1915  has  been  one  which 
will  live  in  the  memory  of  those  as- 
sociated with  shipping,  as  totally  dif- 
ferent from  any  of  its  predecessors. 
While  in  1914  the  effect  of  the  war 
was  hardly  felt,  sufficient  steamships 
being  available  for  the  world's  work, 
in  1915  the  cry  at  every  North  Am- 
eriean  port  was  one  for  ships,  because 
of  the  lack  of  which  in  the  lattc.-  part 
of  the  summer,  the  great  railroad  sys- 
tems of  the  United  States  were  reluc- 
tantly compelled  to  declare  embargoes 
on  certain  classes  of  commodities  at 
New    York,    Fhiiadelphia,    and      olLci 
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pijits.  In  ;ill  M.'.  .si'ii-goliiK  vfs.scU 
arrm'd  in  purl  ilurinK  tln-  s<'.ist>n, 
with  a  tonnage  ot  :;.::iU.;iT4  tuns,  us 
UKiiinal  DUi  vos.srls  with  2,"55.rilS  tons 
In  I'.lll.  this  Hlujwin>;  licing  due  tii  Hit- 
cumin. inili'iTinK  and  ntaininK  l>>  Hit- 
Uriliftli  A'iiiilially  for  lli<^  untirt-  aea 
Hon  of  inil'ortanl  m'ltions  of  tlie  fleota 
wlii'li.  \inil<T  noriuul  conditions, 
would  havi'  lifcn  us.d  to  supply  Uio 
Port  of  Montreal,  as  well  d"  to  the 
fuel  tliat  the  niaxiinuni  results  were 
not  proiurtd  even  from  the  uvallahle 
tonnaKO  on  aeeount  of  the  delays  In 
unloading  experienei.'d  in  the  congest- 
ed ports. 

"While  strenuous  efforts  were  put 
forth  hy  ,he  Sliipi)inK  Coiupanies  to 
fulfil  tlie  major  part  of  the  demands 
made  ur^m  them  by  utilizing  every 
Inch  to  cap.iclty  and  chartering'  out- 
side tonnage  wherever  possible,  the 
shortage  of  tonnage  was  mure  keenly 
felt  at  Montreal  than  at  any  other 
sea  port,  especially  as  regards  the 
handling  of  the  phenomenal  grain 
crop  of  Canada,  most  of  which  should 
have  passed  through  Montreal  had 
adequate  tonnage   been   available." 

Montreal  never  has  enough  ships 
to  accommodate  its  east-bound  traf- 
ric  owing  to  the  general  insufficiency 
of   west-bound   c.irgoes. 


THE  CAUSE  OF  THE  SHIP 
SHORTAGE. 

Sir  Xorman  Hill,  secretary  of  Liver- 
pool Steamship  Owners'  Association 
(who  has  held  that  position  over  20 
years),  giving  evidence  before  the 
Dominions  Royal  Commission  in  1914. 
spoke  of  the  chief  cause  of  the  shorl- 
EKO  !n  shins  for  Canada's  export  trade. 
He  said:    "There  is  not     and     never 


has   been,  any  nuinopoly   In   the  Can.i 
dian  Carrying  Traile.     That  trade  does 
not  find  employment  for  five  per  <  ent 
of    the    total    UriiisU    steam    tonnnK<i 
afloat,    and    the    Canailian    ports    iiro 
open   in    llielr   fortugn    trade     lo     th*? 
hhips   of    all    nations.      The    poln  y    of 
the  itomlnion  of  wihoming  eiuinraMl-*, 
but    of    controlliiiK-    and    limiting      Im 
ports,  has  of  necessity  placed   restric- 
tions on  the  Jypes  of  vessels  that  can 
b«    employed    with   advantage    in    the 
Canadian    trade.      The    tramp    vessel 
Is  us  mucli   dependent  (m  its  outward 
.■VM  on  its  homeward  freight,  and  such 
a  vessel  cannot   mak<,'  up  for  the  loss 
of   an   outward    cargo    freight    by   c;ir- 
rying    immigrants.      The    reatriciions 
such  as  there  are  on  the  employment 
of  shipping   in  the  Canadian  tradi;  re- 
sult from  the  Canadian  policy  and  not 
from   the   action   of   the   shipowners." 
Sir  Xorman   concluded;    "In  my  op- 
inion   freights   like   the   prices  for   all 
tther    commodities,    should    be    fixed 
in   the  give  and  take  of  the  markets 
of  the  wor'.d.  and  the  only  way  to  ob- 
tain minimum  freights   is  by   making 
the  ports  as  free  as  convenient   and 
as    inexpensive   as   possible.     The   na- 
tion wishing  to  obtain  the  best  terms 
in    the    freight    market    must      bo     as 
ready  to    import    as    it    is    anxious   to 
export." 

It  is  wildly  improbable  that  Canada 
will  abandon  the  policy  of  protection 
for  home  industries,  which,  of  course, 
is  intended  to  control  and  limit  im- 
ports. The  general  reason  for  this 
need  not  bo  discussed  here,  because 
1'  is  an  old  story  and  has  been  talk- 
ed to  death.  Suffice  it  to  say  on  that 
point  that  no  political  party  in  Can- 
ada  to-day   regards     Free     Trade   as 
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pnictlcal  pi)lltl(«;  nor  will  tliero  bo 
one  In  Great  lirituiii  iiiui  li  lungisr. 
There  Is  a  apeinal  reuKim  (or  Incrt-as- 
Inn  rathnr  than  loworlnK  the  lariff 
just  now.  and  that  Ih  thu  necessity 
for  ralMinB  a"  ''nornious  revenue, 
without  rf.sortiiiK  t"  suffliifnt  ilirt'ct 
taxation  to  ilisiouraK.'  iiumlKrallon 
and  possibly  lo  start   an  rxoihis 

Still  lliiTc  Is  no  (leiiymK  llo'  t'oro^ 
or  Sir  Norman  lllUs  anjunicnl  that 
lo  prevent  the  shortaKi-  ot  shippint.' 
tor  t'anada's  »'xport.s  ami  to  obtain 
frelKhts  upon  a  leaaonabl.-  basis,  both 
eastward  and  westward,  we  must 
make  thf  transportation  business 
profitable.  It  alniply  will  not  pay  un- 
der normal  conditions  to  run  ships 
without  outward  bound  cargoes.  Any 
argument  based  upon  abnormal  war- 
time freight  rates  is  fallacious.  Ue- 
lerring  io  the  conditions  prevailing 
in  I'.tOT.  Sir  Norman  said  that  at  that 
time  KhippInK  was  at  the  bottom  ot 
;nc  of  the  longest  and  severest  de- 
pressions through  which  it  has  ever 
l)assed.  Freights  generally  did  not 
cover  working  expenses  even  without 
taking  depreciation  into  a' count.  The 
financial  posiuon  of  the  British  ship- 
owner generally,  was  causing  the 
gravest  anxiety;  dividends  were  be- 
ing passed  by  shipping  companios  of 
the  highest  standing,  and  in  many  In- 
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stances  uccumulallous  of  loss  wero 
being  written  off  by  the  reduction  of 
share  capitals  It  wai  almott  lmpo»- 
■  Ible  to  find  new  capital  for  ship- 
building,  ami  the  shares  uf  shipping 
companie.i  could  only  bo  realized  at 
heavy   los.s. 

Kveii  wartime  freights  w-lll  nut  pro- 
viile  enough  shliiplng  for  Canada's  ex- 
inirls.  if  the  high  rales  are  due  to 
the  scarcity  of  ships.  The  problem 
we  have  to  solve  is  how  to  get  .-iiough 
ships  h'-re  to  carry  our  exports  at  rea- 
sonable rates.  It  seems  to  me  there 
are  only  two  ways.  One  Is  pulling 
down  the  walls  of  protection  and 
that  way  spells  national  disaster. 
The  other  is  to  encourage  the  trans- 
portation business  by  establishing  a 
Free  Port.  This  would  not  necessar- 
ily Interfere  with  the  policy  of  con- 
trolling and  restricting  imports.  It 
would  create  a  great  transhipment 
business  in  Montreal,  for  the  service 
iiot  only  of  Western  Canada,  hut  ot 
the  Western  States  and  the  Orient. 
The  steamships  -.vould  get  cargoes 
westward  as  well  as  eastward  and 
freights   would   bo   reasonable. 

The  Free  Port  of  Hamburg  has  cer- 
tainly not  Injuriously  affected  the 
highly  protected  Industries  of  Ger- 
many. It  is  not  so  free  as  usual  just 
now,  and  that  is  why  the  industries 
are  languishing. 


Mr.  (lOo.  (i.  Foster,   K.C,   on   tuo   I'leo   Port 

()uosli()n 


THE  RIGHT  TIME  TO  START  THE  MOVEMENT  IS  NOW  — NOTHING 
EXPERIMENTAL  ABOUT  THE  IDEA— IT  WOULD  BRING  EUROPE 
COMMERCIALLY  THREE  THOUSAND  MILES  NEARER  TO  CAN- 
ADA. 


Montreal,  Juno  IJtlh,  I'JlS. 
To  be  Kditor, 

"The  South  Shore  I'n-ag." 
Sir:    — 

I  hf'.'irltly  loiinratiilati'  \ini  iiiioii 
your  iilfu  of  a  Kn-o  I'ort  Ulslrlit  In 
thu  lliirl)or  of  Montreal.  Thero  are 
great  posslbllltieH,  not  only  for  Mont- 
real, but  for  the  whole  of  Canada,  in 
thtj  i)rojec-t.  It.s  practical  effect  would 
be  to  bring  Great  Britain  and  the  Con 
tinent  of  lOurope  conimercially  three 
thousand  miles  nearer  t'j  Canada,  In 
other  word.s,  to  graft  a  part  of  Eu 
rope  on  to  North  America.  There  is 
nothing  e.xpiriuiental  about  the  idea 
Free  Ports  are  as  old  as  protection. 
Kach.  in  fact,  i.s  esHential  to  the  other, 
ir  Free  I'ort.s  liave  not  increased 
greatly  in  "uniber  in  l^urope  in  recent 
years,  it  has  been  due  to  the  existence 
of  that  great  free  trade  area  in  Cireat 
flritain;  all  the  ports  of  wliich  are 
free,  except  to  a  very  limited  class  of 
imports.  The  growth  of  llamliurg  and 
of  German  commerce  and  shipping 
since  1SS8,  when  he  Free  Port  of  Ham- 
burg was  opened  is  a  convincing  ob- 
vincing  object  lesson. 

This  is  the  right  linu-  to  start  such 
a  movement;  bcCKTUse  when  the  war 
is  over  we  shall  be  faced  with  a 
brand  new  set  of  economic  conditions, 
and  we  may  as  well  grapple  now  with 


some  of  the  numerous  problems  that 
have  arisen  and  see  how  we  can  pre 
vent  the  (ieriuans  from  carrying  ecoii 
omio  war  into  Canada,  as  into  the 
oilii'r  parts  of  the  Kmplre  and  make  of 
till'  liominioM  a  slangier  market  for 
goods  ".Made  In  tiermaiiy";  until  they 
have  killeil  off  all  tlie  new  industrleM 
which  tile  war  has  brouglil  into  exis- 
tence. 

the  other  ports  of  the  Kmpire  and 
with  our  faithful  allies),  in  develop- 
ing a  commerce  between  us  that  will 
laako  us  absolutely  independent  of 
Germany. 

How  I  an  we  incr>ase  the  c(nnmerce 
•nd  industry  of  Canada  and  with  iliis 
end  in  view  increase  the  shipping  fa- 
cilities  of   Canada 

This  last  is  of  paramount  impor- 
tance to  our  farmers  (Jrain  is  sliip- 
ped  to  th(!  I'or'  of  Montreal  and 
put  into  elevators  wliere  it  often 
has  to  wait  for  long  piriods  for  ships. 
The  trouble  in  the  past  lias  been  the 
want  of  return,  westward  bound  car- 
goes. It  does  not  pay  to  send  ships 
aross  the  ocean  with  freiglit  and 
bring  them  back  again  in  ballast.  A 
Free  Port  In  the  Harbor  of  Montreal 
would  bring  hundreds  of  ships  with 
freights  for  distribution  all  o\er  the 
continent  of  North  America.  The 
same  ships  would  be  available  for  use 


.-,1)  .Mli.  (;i:()  (!.  l\)STKl;  K.C.  (JN 
on  IxiHi  siili's  of  tlie  Uurbn:  ijolli  the 
trt't'  anra   miil   i'.^     i.rotcctfil. 

I  am  a  s^taiindi  Protectionist.  Itut 
Willi  the  example  o£  (jreat  lirilain  be- 
fore us.  I  am  l)oiinil  to  rocotjnize  thut 
both  Free  Trade  anil  Protection  have 
their  ailvantaues.  A  Free  Port  on 
the  South  Shore  would  cive  tlu'  ad- 
vantayes  of  both.  The  Souili  Sliore 
is  tlie  onl.v  place  available  in  the  in- 
terests of  Montreal.  'Ine  exigencies 
ot  the  I'uslonis.  demand  that  \h-'  Free 
Port  bo  kept  quite  separate  from  the 
Protected  area,  so  as  to  facilitate  the 
collection  of  duties  vvlun  tlie  goods 
are  shipped  into  protected  Canada. 
Obviously  it  must  be  accessible  to 
ocean-goinf:   sliips. 


TIIIO    FIIFK    POUT   (JFKSTION. 

One  great  advantage  of  a  Free  Port 
would  be  the  obviating  of  delays  in 
grlting   imiiorts.      Instead    of      having 

lo  ^;o  t')  i:ui-  pc  to  Ini.v  goods  utld  then 
wait  >ix  months  for  their  delivery 
and  then  pay  <luly  and  store  ihem  if 
the  market  liapien.s  to  hav  n.i-u  de- 
moralized during  tie'  delay;  tlic  buyer 
\\ouh!  si.iiply  come  to  the  port  of 
.Montreal,  buy  his  goods  on  sight, 
have  ihem  shipped  at  his  own  conven- 
ieence  and  pay  duties  on  delivery. 

1    wisli    '.nu    tlie    utmost    success    in 
your    campaign. 

Yours   truly. 

CFOIICK  r..   FOSTKK. 


La  Presse  Favors  the  South  Shore  Free  Port 

THE    FOUR    TOWNS   WOULD   BECOME  A  BIG  CITY,  AS  LARGE  IN  PRO- 
PORTION   AS    BROOKLYN    IS    TO     NEW    YORK. 


"La  rive  Sud,  entre  Longueuil  et 
Saint-Lambert,  agite  depuis  quelque 
tempts  I'id^e  de  devoir  port  franc.  Cea 
ports  ont  I'avantage  de  recevoir  sans 
droits  de  douane  touies  les  marchand- 
ises  iniportees  de  rt'tranger.  de  les 
transformer,  de  convertic,  en  entre- 
pot, la  matiere  premiC>re  en  produits 
manufactures.  Si  elles  sont  expediees 
a  d'uutrfts  parties  du  I'anada.  elles 
r.'acquittenl  le  fire  qu'au  port  d'ar- 
rivee.  rii  elles  sont  dirigi-s  sur 
I'etranger.  elles  ne  paient  rien  du 
tout. 

"On  comprend  IVnorme  avantage 
que  poss^de  un  port  franc  pour  la 
nanufacture.  quisqu'un  etablissement 
tst  dispense  de  debourser  les  droits 
de  douane.  qui  peuvant  se  monter  i 
cent  niille  dollars  a  la  fois.  tant  que 
ses  produits  ne  sonl  pas  vendue,  et 
de  ne  pas  les  payer  du  tout  s'ils  sont 
places  en  d-.'hors  du  pays. 

Aujourd'hui.  le  gouvernement  est 
oblige  de  tenir  des  officiers  speciaux 
dans  chaque  manufacture  qui  a  la 
permission  de  fabriquer  en  entrepot. 
Kn  groupant  plusieurs  de  ces  maisons 
dans  les  limites  d'un  port  libre.  les 
frais  de  contrOle  seraient  conslder- 
ablement  diminufs. 

"II  faut.  naturelernent,  Inclure  le 
territoire  destine  a  ces  flna  et  qui 
pourra  contenir  autant  de  milles  que 
les  develloppements  le  requerront. 
L'espace  entre  I^ngueuil.  Saint-Lam- 
bert.  Laprairie     et     Saint-Hubert  est 


considerable.  Ce  terrain  peut  devenir 
le  si^ge  d'une  ville  grande  en  propor- 
tion (le  Brooklyn  par  rapport  Hl  New 
York. 

"11  n'y  a  pas  du  ports  francs  en  Am- 
trique.  mais  il  y  en  a  beaucoup  en 
hurope.  C'est  cetta  qualite  qui  n 
fait  une  si  grande  ville  de  Hambourg, 
en    AUemagne. 

"M.  Henry  Dalby  vlent  de  publler 
dea  articles  fort  reniarquables  et  tort 
interessanls  sur  ce  sujet  dans  le 
•South  Shore  Press.'  de  Saint-I.am- 
bert.' 


(Translation.) 

I  I'nder  the  caption,  "Th.-  Project 
€r  a  Free  Port  from  Longueuil  to  St. 
Lambert."  "La   Presse"   says: 

"The  South  Shore,  between  Longue- 
uil and  St.  Lambert,  has  started  the 
idea  of  becoming  a  free  port.  These 
ports  have  the  advantage  of  receiving 
v.ithout  customs  duties  all  goods  im- 
ported from  abroad,  to  transform 
them,  to  change,  in  bond,  the  raw  ma- 
terials into  the  finished  products.  If 
tliey  are  reshipped  to  other  parts  ol 
Canada  duty  is  paid  on  delivery.  If 
they  are  directed  abroad,  there  la 
nothing  to  be  paid. 

"The  enormous  advantage  which  a 
free  port  has  for  manufacturers  can 
b<,  understood  inasmuch  as  a  firm  Is 
not  called  upon  to  pay  duty  charges 
which   sometimes   may   be  as  high   a« 
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a  huniired  ihousaiid  dollars  at  ■  le 
tinu",  until  its  products  are  sold,  and 
not  to  pay  thorn  at  all  if  they  arc  sold 
fiut.si<l(:   the  country. 

"To-day  the  Government  is  obliged 
to  keep  special  officers  in  eacli  ware- 
house where  goods  are  manufactured 
in  bond,  clustering  all  these  finua 
within  the  limits  of  a  free  port,  the 
expenses  of  controlling  would  be  con- 
siderably  diminished. 

Naturally  it  must  include  a  terri- 
tory suitable  for  the  purpose  and 
which   would   have   sufficient  area   to 
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meet  the  exigencies  of  further  devel- 
opments. The  area  between  L.mguc- 
uil.  Lajjrairie.  St.  Lambert  and  St.  Hu- 
bert is  considerable.  It  could  become 
the  seat  of  f.  city,  as  large  in  propor- 
tion as   Brooklyn   i;;  to  New   Vcrk. 

•Tlieio  are  no  Free  Ports  in  .\meri- 
ca  but  tliere  are  many  in  Europe.  This 
i:;  what  has  made  Hamburg  in  (Jer- 
Uiany  sucli  a  large  city. 

"Mr.  Henry  Dalby  has  published 
very  remarkable  and  interesting  ar- 
licles  on  this  subject  in  the  'South 
Shore  Press'  of  St.  Lambert." 


